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JAMIE DOUGLAS. 



Xhis Lament, which is supposed to be dehver- 
ed by the heroine in person, was composed, I 
apprehend, on the wife of James Douglas, Earl 
of Morton, the unfortunate regent of Scotland, 
" Of his (Morton's) marriage we have told be- 
fore, how he was married to Douglas his 

wife, and daughter to the Earl of Morton. She 
bare to him diverse children, (ten as is reported,) 
but none of them lived long, but died all young, 
ere they came to perfect age. She herself be- 
came distracted of her wits, and would not com- 
pany wioi her husband, alledging he was not 

VOL. II. A 
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hei hnsbandj bnt that he was Master Archibald 
Douglas, who was brothei to William Douglas 
of Whittinghame ; that her hushand was dead, 
and that Master Archibald Douglas had killed 
him. She was kept and entertained bj him as 
became her place, and Jiad h(r residence at 
Tantallon ; but he, being deprived of her com- 
pany, loosed the rains (r«na) to others, and be- 
gat three natmid children." Huhb of Gods- 
croji, ^ «7^. 

rious, that it ,waE one of the charges e^hjibited 
against him on his trial i and ^o faj {ipjn .dry- 
ing anv part of it, he ans;yere<^, " A^oq^ ^ 
tbe other sinners, I coiifessje mjseljF to be one 
of the gretest apd filthiest abusers of ^y bo- 
die in the pleasures of the flesh." I{o^)^{Sp^]^. 
Exam, and Answen of Morton^. 

I have collated three Af S. copies of tbjs bal- 
lad for the present edition. A ixagmeot, con- 
sisting of four stanzas, first made its appearance - 



^^2r^ 
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in Herd's Collection. It is scarcely necessary to 
add, that it, in common with most others, is vciy 
incorrect in many circunstaoces of the stoiy. 
The fourth stanza, with htUe variation, is said 
by Dr Percy (Reltqaa, vol. iii. p. 144.) to be- 
long to some editions of the fine Scottish dirge, 
** O tsahf tvo^ tgj the bank" 
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JAMIE DOUGLAS. 



When I fell sick, an' very sick, 
Ad' very sick, just like to die, 

A gentleman of good account 
He cam on parpose to visit me ; 

But bis blackie whispered in my lord's ear 
He was owre lang in the room wi' me. 

" Gae, little page, ao' tell your lord. 
Gin he will come and dine wi' me, 

rU set him on a chair of gold. 
And serve him on my bended knee^" 
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The little page gaed up the stair, — 
" Lord Douglas, dine wi' your ladie. 

She'll set ye on a chair of gold. 
And serve you on her hended knee." 

" When cockle shells turn silver hells. 
When wine drieps* red frae ilka tree. 

When frost and snaw wilt warm us a', 
Then I'll cum down an' dine wi' thee." 

But whan my father gat word o' this, 
O what an angry man was he ! 

He sent fourscore o' his archers bnuld 
To bring me safe to bis countrie. 

When I rose up then in the mom. 
My goodly palace for to lea', 

I knocked at my lord's chamber door. 
But ne'er a word wad he speak to me 

But slowly, slowly, rose he up. 
And slowly, slowly, cam he downj 

And when he saw me set on my horse, 
He caused his drums and trumpets soub 

* Dri^t, drops. 
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** Now ftie ye wed, my goodly palace. 
And fare ye weel, my children three ; 

God grant yoor fathei grace to lore yon. 
Far more than ever he loved me." 

He thocht that I was like himse). 
That had a woman in eveiy hall; 

Bnt I coold 8wear by the heavens cleai> 
I sever loved man bat himseL 

As on to Embro' town we cam. 
My guid father he welcomed me ; 

He caused his minstrels meet to sound, 
— It was nae music at a' to me. 

" Mow haad your tongue, my daughter dearj 
Leave off your weeping, let it he. 

For Jamie's divorcement I'll send over. 
Far better lord I'll provide for thee." 

" O haud your tongue, my father dear. 
And of such talking let me be ; 

For never a man shall come to my arms. 
Since my lord has sae slighted me." 
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an' I liad ne'er crossed Tweed, 
Nor yet been owre the river Dee, 

1 might hae staid at Lord Oj^iI's gate. 

Where I vad hae "been a gaj ladie. 

The ladies they will cam to town. 
And they will com andviisit me. 

But I'll set me down now in the dark. 
For octuuiie ! * who'll comfort me ? 

An' wae betide ye, black Fastness ! 

Ay, and an ill deidmay ye die '; 
Ye was the first and foremost maD 

Wha pawid nrf -trlie lord and me. ' 
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NOTES 



JAMIE DOUGLAS. 



But hit blackie arkitpered an my lor^i ear. 

P.4.T.I. 

One c«py here bears blaehUrd, and another n/auu 
bird. The blockie, or black serrant, seems, bowerer, 
tbe most likely agent of the three. One of ^ Bartom^ 
*o much celebrated in tbe naTal hutur; of Scotland, was 
the first, I believe, who uitroduced Uach* into Scotland, 
from the capture of a Portugueta Tessel. 

J might hae ilaid al Lord Orgul's gate. 

F. 7. V. 13; 
This name is diSerently ^ven bjr redtera. I have 
been able tu discover nothing of him in bistor;. It 
should perhaps be Orkney, or Roibrough ; to tbe castle 
of the last of which, Froissart^s translator ^ves the 
strange appellation of Castell Oi^lus. It did not, 
however, at this period, give a title to the familj of 
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Eer. Mr Ritaon mdeed coDJectures, that Ogis caatl» 
H meant, and that Froissarc, confounding Ogle nich 
Orgueil, may ha?e created liis im^narj " Chattell Or- 
gueiUeuxi" but had that acute critic reflected on the 
afiectatioDofforeigDerg, and more particularly of French 
writers, in distorting the proper names of this country, 
he would perhaps hare formed a diSerent opinion. 
From this afectation, Froissart has reodered some parti 
uf his oarraiiTe nearly uumtelligiblfc ; who, for inatBDce, 
nould expect, that by ElCermel^ne was meant Slirling, 
or that ITierle Dattredare was the Earl ofStrathern 1 
—See Eitsok'b L. Minot. pp. 140. 179. 
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BONNIE EARL O' MURRAY. 

A:D|:FrBBBNT BALLAD .FKOM.THAT IN VOL. I. 



" BpT ito leare the matters of the church for 
a while ; whereas the king did thiak that all . 
was quietf and Bothwell so weakened, as he 
could not make any trouble, (for Bacleug^, his 
' son-in-law, was by licence gme into France, 
and all the gentlemen of the south.parts, who 
were of any worth, had giyen surety to have no 
medhng with him,) there were found in the 
conrt itself- inaMmuents apt enongh to serve his 
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turn. For of the Duke of Leimox his retinue, 
some that envied the chancellor's credit with 
Uie king, and others whose hopes wholly de- 
pended upon the trouble of the state, did, by 
secret messages, incite Bothwell to enterprise 
somewhat for himself, offering to bring him 
within the king's palace unperceived, where, 
with a few hands, he might make himself ma»- 
ter of the king and all the court. Bothwell is 
easily drawn to condescend; and the conspi- 
racy so ordered, that he, with his followers, should 
under night be let in at a back passage that 
lay through the lord duke his stables; and first 
they should seize upon liie gates, take the keys 
from the porter, and go after that to the king's 
chamber, and make him sure. Within the pa- 
lace were divers privy to the conspiracy, espe- 
cially Coloneli William Stewart, John Neswith 
(Nesmith), chirurgeon to the king, and James 
Dowglas of i»pot, who was brought to take part 
in that enterprize by this occasion : Some days 
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before, it h^penef George Home of Spot, his 
father-in-law, to be killed by certain Meraemen 
of the surname of Home and Craw. Sir George 
Home, nephew to Spot, and one of the masters 
of the king's esqoify, did charge James Oow- 
glas as author, or accessary to the mnrther, be- 
cause of a fear he bad conceived, that his fa- 
ther-in-law should, by a new right, possess his 
nephew. Sir George, in some part of the lands 
to which he had right by his marriage ; upon 
this suspicion, three of his servants were appre-; 
headed and detained prisoners within the pa-' 
lace, till tiiey should be tryed by torture. The' 
chancellor, on whom James Dowglas depend- 
ed, laboured all he could to free his servants 
from that extraordinary form of trial; but the 
presumptions being pregnant, the king would' 
have them to be tortured; which when Spot 
understood, nnd saw that the same would not 
be eschewed, he thrusts hims^. desperately in 
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the actidDj which but a few honn before was 
communicated to him b^ one of the associates. 
" Thb fell out happily foi the kin^; and it 
.was it that maiTfld the whole ooaspkac^ ; for 
when Bothlrell and his company had entered 
"by the way named, and was come to the inner 
court of tfaepalace. Jama Dowgks, that mind- 
ed nothing bnt the telief of his semuitB, drew a 
number to break open the doon where tb«^ 
were detuned, and by the noase thereof, all the 
palace were pat apoa their guard. The king 
was then at suppo* ; and being tdd, ibei ai'med 
men wefe in the nether court, leaving the rooms 
wherein he lodged, w«iit vp to the tower as to 
a j^Bce of greater suirety. Bethwell having di- 
rected some to enclose the chanceltor's lod- 
^gs, lest be should escape, made towards the 
queen's room^ where he expected to find entry, 
and perceiving all ^Qt Upwi) called to bring 
fire, fiat ere they could find aDy> Bir James 



HihyGoonlc 



15 

Sandilands, one of his majegtie's chamber, who 
had sapped without the paJace^ with a nombcr 
of the people of Edinbargh, entring by the 
church of Haiirud-rhouse, did beat him fiom the 
dporsj ^d was in possibility to have takeo them 
allj if there had been ai^ hghts ; bat those be- 
ifig oil estingni^e^, BothweU, with tfae priad- 
palB.of ^is .company, mad^ shift in the daik^ 
find eacw^i retumiiig by the some way that 
tie €;i;iMe,d ; in h>s o.<rtgoiQg he was encountered 
by a geatletn^o of the esquiry, named Jeho 
SJttav, whom he kiHed with a pistol], yet lost 
sftpxfi nine of big foUowers, men of amall note, 
vfro wew fis^cirted tjie ne;rt morning. 

" The enteipjize thus defeated, Bothwdl 
V.ept i^to t)je nOTtb, hokiitg to be supplyed by 
i^p EprJ of Murray, his covaew-germane ; whicjb 
t^e If jng 8U;^»ectijig, Andrew, Lord Ochiltre, 
w^ s^t to bring |tf urray into the south, of pur- 
pps^ to wp[k a reconcilement betwixt him and 
IfuRtly. Put a, rumour beiflg r»ised in the 
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mean while, that the Earl of Murray was seen 
in ihe palace with Bothwell on the night of the 
enterprize, the same was entertained by Honl- 
ly (who waited then at court) to make him sus- 
pected of the king, and pievailed so farj as he 
did purchase a commission to apprehend and 
bring Munay to hb trial. The nobleman, not 
fearing that any such comse should be used, 
was come to Dunybirsile, a house situated on 
the north side of Forth, and belonging to his 
mother, ihe Lady Downe ; Huntly being adver- 
tised of his coming, and how he lay there se- 
cure, accompanied onely with the sheriffe of 
Murray, and a few of his own retinue, went 
thither and beset the house, requiring him to 
render. The Earl of Murray refiising to put 
himself in the hands of his enemy, after some 
defence made, wherein the sheriffe was killed, 
fire was set to the house, and they within for- 
ced, by the violence of the smoak and flame, 
to come forth. The earl stayed a great space 
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after the rest^ aod ibs n^ht ftdHng dowUj Ten- 
tared ainoDg his enemies, and breaking tfaroogh 
the midst of them, did so fane ont-nm them 
all, as they supposed be was escaped ; yet search- 
ing him among the rocks, he was discbrered by 
the tip of bis head-peece, which had talen fire 
before he left the house, and mmi^viAiUy slain. 
The report went, that Hnntlie's friends fearing 
he should disclaim the iact, (for he desired nk- 
ther to have taken him 'alive,) made him light 
from his horse, and give some stroaks to the 
dead corps. This done, Gordon of Bnckiewas 
disjMitched to advertise theking what had hap- 
pened, and Huntly himself took journey- north- 
wards, in snch haste, as he leSt Captain Gordon, 
his consin, that was lying on the groaiid wounds 
ed, b^od him. This captain was brought 
next day to Edinburgh, and publickly execu- 
ted. 

" The death of this noblema^ was universally 
lameated ; and the clamours of the people so 

VOL. 11. B 
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great, especiaUy against the chancellor, upon 
whom all the blame vas laid, that the king, n<A 
esteeming it safe to abide at Edinburgh, remtv 
Ted with the councell to Glasgow, where he 
remained untill Hmitlj did enter himself in 
ward in Blackness, as he was charged. Bat he 
stayed not there many dayes, being dimitted 
n^n caution to answer before the justice when- 
soever he should be called. The corps of the 
Earl and Sheriffe of Murrey were brought to 
the church of Leith in two coffines, and there 
lay diverse moneths' unburied, their friends re- 
fiising to commit their bodies to the earth till 
the slaughter was punished. Nor did any man 
think himself so much interested in that fact as 
the Lord Ochiltry, • who bad perswaded the 
Earl of Murray to come souUi, whereupon he 



* Id the ballad of " Young Lo^e" this nobleman m 
sometimef bj redten given as the bero. That both of 
thete penwnages iiad been tearded for their coooectioa 
with Botfawell, it an eaa; solulioii of the difficult;. 
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fell afterwards awaj to Bothwell, and joyned 
with him for revenge of the mnrtlier." 

The above account of the transaction is ex- 
tracted from Archbishop Spotswood's " His- 
tory of the .Church of Seottand." It bad not 
occurred to me until the former ballad in VoL I. 
was printed off; but it appeared to me, toge- 
ther with the connecting circnmstance of Both- 
well'a treasonable attempt on the person of his 
sovereign, so satisfacloiy and interesting, that 
I willingly give it a place here. There is yet 
another contemporary narration in Calderwood; 
but enough has aheady been said on the sub- 
ject* 

There b an inscription on the nnfortuHate 

eari in Jonston's " Heroes Scott" 

t 
The present ballad, which, as well aa the 

other, I suspect to be coeval with the event it 

* Tbe printed copiet of Caldekwood'i BUtory are a 
nine abstract of the MS,, a complete one of which it pr*- 
terved ID the library nf the nniTcrnt; of Gla^ow. 
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celebratss, nue taken dovn from lecitation. 
Owing to the same pecoliari^ of the measure 
of both, a soapicioD arises that they may at one 
period have been united. It is siogolar, that 
tbey are likewise both of them dramatic io their 
stnicture. 
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BONNIE EARL O' MURRAY. 



Open the gates, 

And let him <iome m ; 
He is my brother Huntly^ 

He'll do him nae harm. 

The gates they were opent. 
They let him come in. 

But fause trutor Huntiy 
He did him great harm. 
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He's ben * and ben. 

And ben to his bed^ 
And with a sharp rapier 

He stabbed him dead. 

The lady came down the stair 

Wringing her hands, 
^ He has slain the Earl o' Murray 

The flower o' Scotland." 

But HuDtly lap-f- on his horse, 

Rade to the king, 
" Ye're welcome hame Htintly, 

And whare hae ye been i 

" Whare hae ye been ? 

And how hae ye sped f 
" Fve killed the Earl o' Mnnay ■ 

Dead in his bed." 

" Foul fa' you, Huntly, 

And why did ye so; 
You might hae ta'en the Earl o' Murray^ 

And saved bis life too." 

* Be%, farther in. f Lap, leapt 
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** Her bread its to bake. 
Her yill is to brew. 

My sistei's a widow. 
And sair do I rue. 

" Her com grows ripe. 
Her meadows grow green. 

But in boDoy DinnibriBtle 
I darena be seen." 
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BONNIE HOUSE O' AIRLY. 



Thb cucumstance which gave rise to the fol- 
lowing, it must be confessed, indifferent piece 
of compoeiticHij is distinctly narrated by Spal> 
ding. From the coincidence of the names of 
Charlei the Second and of Prince Charles, 
mnally staled the Pretender, as well as the un- 
■balwn and persevering attachment of the gal- 
lant house of Ogiivy' to both of these chiefe in 
iheir aafileriagB, the ballad has been generally 
but ernmeously supposed to refer to Uie last oa- 
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fortunate attempt of the Stuart family ; the fol- 
lowing extract will, however, gafficieotly cor- 
rect this mistake : 

" The Earl of Aiily went from home to Eng- 
land, fearing the troubles of the land, and that 
he should be pressed to subscribe the Covenant, 
whether he would or not, whilk by fleeing the 
land he resolved to eschew as well ha he could, 
and left his eldest soa, the Lord Ogilvie, a brave 
young nobleman, behind him at home. The 
estates or tables hearing of his departure,, di- 
rected the Earls of Montrose and Kinghom to 
go to the place of Airly, and to take in the 
same, and for that effect to carry cartoi^ with 
dkem ; who went and summoned the - Lord 
.Ogilvie to render the house, (being an impreg- 
nable strength by nature, well manned with all 
sort of munition and provision necessary,) who 
answered, his father was absent, and he lefi no 
such commission with him as to render his 
house to any subjects, and that be would de<- 
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lead ^e aamoi to his power, till lus father re- 
' turned from England. There were some shoU 
shot the hoQse, tuid same from the house ; but 
the ass^lants . fioding the place unwimiahle, by 
nature of great strength, without great skaith, 
left the place without meiUe loss on either side ; 
then departed therefrae in June. 
' " Now the committee of estates finding no 
contentment . in this expeditioD, and hearing 
how their friends of the name of Forbea, and 
others in the country, were daily injured and 
opprest by Highland lymmers, broken out of 
Lochi^r, Clangregor oat of Brae of' Athol, 
Brae of Mar, and divers other places, therefore 
they gave order to'the Earl of Argyle to raise 
men out of his own country, and first to go to 
Airly and Furtour, two of the Earl of Airl^s 
principal houses, and to take in aad destroy the 
same, and next to go upon thir lynmiers aad 
punish them ; likeas, conform to his order, he 
taises an army of about five thousuid men, and 
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marches tonitrda Airly ; but the Lord Ogilvie 
hearing of bis coming widi such irredstible 
force, resolves to ilee and leave the house maa- 
less; and so for their own safety the; wisely 
fled ; hot Argyle most cruelly and inhumanely 
enters the house of Airly, and beats the same to 
the ground, aad right sua he does to Furtour, 
eyne spoiled all within both bous», and such as 
could not be carried (away,) they masterfully 
brake down and destroyed. Thereafter they 
Ml to bis gi;ound, plundered, robbed, and took 
away fr(Hn himself, his men, tenants, and ser- 
vants, their hmll goods and gear, corns and 
cattle wbatsomever that they could get, and let^ 
nothing but bare bounds, as sic as they could 
carry away with them, and what could not be 
destroyed, they despitefiilly burnt up by fire. 
This service done by this Earl of Argyle E^gabst 
that nobleman the Eart of Airly, the king's loyal 
subject, without any wammt or authority, he 
then addresses himself to Athol, (where the 
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JLord LoudoD, being set at liber^ oat of the 
tower of Loudon, came to see Argyle). The 
£arl of Athol hearing of Argyle's coming, of- 
fered to do vhat he would command him, and 
sent forth for^-eight men, chief in that coun- 
py, of the names of Stuart and Robertson, till 
he should come and perform his promise. Ar- 
gyle accepted the gentlemen, and without 
Athol's knowledge sent them to the tables ; 
Bjne trysts and causes Athol swear and sub- 
scribe as he pleased. This was not fair play, 
from Athol be goes to Locbaber, and as he 
marches he gets due obedience from baroos^ 
gentlemen, and others tbtough the country; he 
plundered and spoiled aU Locfaaber, and burnt 
M'Donald's house of Keppach, holden of the 
house of Huntly." — Spaldino, Vol. I. p. 827. 

Whoever wishes to see a more ample oc- 
ccnmt of the exertions of the bouse of Ogilyy 
in' the royal cause, may consult Guthhie's 
Manoirt of the Marquit of Montrose. 
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The old home of Airly is thus described io 
the StatiMtiaU Accowa of Scotland : " Aiiiy 
castle, which gave title to Ogilvy, Earl of Air- 
ly, is situated da the north-west comer of this 
parish (Airly), at the conflux of the Melgin and 
Isla. It is built on a promontory formed bj 
these two rivers, and elevated above their bed 
more than one hundred feet. It has been a 
Teiy large and strong fortress, seemingly inac- 
cessible CHI every side but the sontb, on which 
it has been secured by a ditch and draw-bridge, 
more than twenty, perhaps thirty, feet wide, and 
a wall (the front of the castle) ten feet thick 
and thirty-five feet higb."— Vol. XI. p. 21 1. 

I have collated for this edition two recited 
copies, with one printed about twenty ycara ago 
on a single sheet They appear to be all of 
them equally incorrect The author seems to 
have thought any word of two syllables a suffi- 
cient rhyme to another of the same quantity. 
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BONNIE HOUSE O' AIRLY. 



It fell on a day, and a bonnie summeT day. 

When Uie com grew greea and yellow. 
That there fell out a great dispute 
' Betveen Ai^le and Airly. 

The Duke o' Montrose has writtea to Argyle • 

To come in the moniing early, 
An' lead in his men, by the back o' Dunkeld, 

To plunder the bonaie house o' Airly. 



* An obriou error; thaae two niAleinen were of opp»- 
ritendes. 
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The lady look'd o'er her window sae hie. 

And oh ] but she looked weaiy. 
And there she espied the great Argyle 

Come to plunder the bonnie house o* Airly. 

" Come down, come down. Lady Margaret/' 
he says, 

" Come down and kiss me fairly. 
Or before the morning clear day light, 

I'll no leave a standing stase in Airly." 

" I wadna kiss thee, great Argyle, 

I wadna kiss thee fairly, 
I wadna kiss thee, great Argyle, 

Gin you shoudaa leave a standing stane in 
Airly." 

He has ta'en her by the middle sae sma'. 
Says, " Lady, where is your druiy f" * 

'* Its np and down by the bonnie bum ude, 
Amaog the planting of Airly." 

* Drury, tiAei, jewelf ; u in ancient toauaca. 
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They songbt it up, they sought it down. 

They sought it late and early. 
And found it in the booaie balm-tree. 

That shines on the bowling-green o' Airly. 

He has ta'en her by the left Bbonlder, 

And o ! but she grot sairly, * 
And led her down to yon green bank 

Till he plundered the bonnie house o' Airiy. 

" O ! its I hae seven braw sons," she says, 
" And the youngest ne'er saw his daddie. 

And altho' I had as mony mae, 
I wad gie them a' to Charlie. 

" But gin my good lord had been at hame. 

As this night he is wi' Charlie, 
There durst na a Campbell in a' the west 

Hae plundered the bonnie house o' Airly." 

• Orat Mtr/y, wept wrely. 
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GYPSIE LADDIE. 



As Mr Ritsoo had mentioned, that neighhoui- 
ing tradition strongly vouched for the truth of 
the story upon which this ballad is founded, I 
resolved to make the necessary inquiries, the re- 
sult of which, without much viuiatJoD, is as 
follows : 

That the Earl of Cossilis had married a noble- 
man's daughter contraiy to her wishes, she ha^ 
ving been previously engaged to another ; but 
that the persuasion and iiliportunity of her 
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fiends at last brought ber to consent : That Sir 
John Faw of Dunbar^ her former lover, seizing 
the opportunity of the earl's absence on a fo- 
reign embassy, disguised himself and a number 
of his retainers as gypsies> and carried off the 
lady, " nothing loth :" That the earl having re- 
turn^ opportunely at the time of the commis- 
sion of the act, and nowise inclined to partici- 
pate in his consort's ideas on the subject, col- 
lected his vassals, and pursued the lady and her 
paramour to the borders of England, wherej 
having overtaken .tham, a battle .ensued, in 
vluch Faw.and bis foUowera.were all killed or 
taken prisoners^ excepting one, 

— ^the meinest bf tliem til, 

WholiTes to weep and aing their fall. ., ^.„, 

It is by this survivor that the ballad is aippcsed 
to^havs .been writtaii The lead, ioa..bi:ui^ng 
lack thfi.:AirJngitive, hBOubed.ha*ai«ttrua.^ 
dttro; aitd:it ir wtd s»aB.Tifid.,h«r for.4ife Jd « 
tover at the village of Maybole, in Ayrshire, 
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built for the purpose ; andj that nothing might 
ranuH aboat this tower' unappropriated' to- ill 
origiaal destination, eight' heada^ oarred ill 
stonej below tme of the torreta, are said to be 
tibe effigies of u nuu^ of (he gypnesi The 
lady herself, as well as the survivor of Faw^s 
felldwers,' contributed to perpetuate the iemem< 
bisnce of the tnuisactioa ; for if he wrote a 
song about it, she wrought it in tapestiy ; and 
this piece of workmanship is still preserved at 
Culzeaa castle. It remains to be mentioned, 
Uiat the ford, by which the lady and her lover 
crossed the river Doon from a wood near Cas- 
sillis house, is still denominated the Gypsies 
Steps. 

There seems to Iw no reason for identi^^g 
the hero with Johnie Faa, who was king of the 
gypsies about the year 1590. The coincidence 
of names, and the disguise assumed by the lo- 
ver, is perhaps the foundation on which popi^ 
lar tradition has raised the structure. Upon 



HihyGoogle 



38 



anthority so vagoe, notfaing can be i 
and iodeed I am incliaed to adopt the opinion 
of a corxespondeDt, that the whole story may 
have been the inventioa of some feudal or p<v 
litical rival, to iojiire the chantcter and hurt the 
feelings of an opponent ; at least, after a pret^ 
diligent search, I have been able to discover 
nothing that in the slightest degree confimu 
the popular tale. 
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GYPSIE LADDIE. 



Xhg gypsies came to our good lord's gate. 
And wow bat tiiey sang sweetly ; 

They sang sae sweet and sae veiy complete. 
That down'came the fiui lady. 

, And she came tripping down the stair. 
And a' her maids before her; 
As soon aa they saw her weel-fai'd * fece. 
They coost the glamer o'er her. 

• Wtetfar'd, wel^faToo^ed. 
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" O come with me," sayi Johnie Faw> 

" O come witb me, my dearie ; 
For I vow and I swear by the hilt of my sword. 

That your lord shall nae mair come near ye.** 

Then she ^ed * them the beer and the wine^ 

And they gied her the ginger ; 
But she gied them a far belter thing. 

The goud ring aff her finger. 

" Gae tak firae me this gay mantle. 

And bring to me a plaidie ; 
For if kith and kin and a' bad sworD, 

I'll follow the gypsie laddie. 

" Yestreen I lay in a weet-made bed, 

Wi' my good lord beside jne; 
But this night I'll lye in a teonaD^s bam. 

Whatever shall helide me." 

" Come to yonr bed," says Johnie Faw, 
" Ob ! come to yonr bed, my dearie.; 

For I TOW and I swear by the, hilt of my sword. 
That your lord shall nae mur come near ye." 
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" 111 go to bed to my Johoie F&w, ■ 

I'll go to bed to my dearie ; 
For I TOW 8Dd I swear by the fan in my haad. 

That my lord shall nae mair come near me. 

" I'll mak a hap * to my Johnie Faw, 

111 mak a hap to my dearie ; 
And he's get a* the coat gaes round. 

And my lord shall nae mair come near me." 

And when our lord came hame at e'en^ 

And spier'd -)- for his fair lady, 
The tane '^ she cry'd, and the other replie^^ 

" She's away wi' the gypsie laddie." 

" Gae saddle to me the black black steed, 
Gae saddle and make htm ready; ' 

Before that I either eat or sleep, 
I'll gae seek my fair lady." 

And we were fifteen Veel-ihade men, 

Altho' we were na bonny ; 
And we were a' put down $ but ane. 

For a fair young wantoa lady. 

* Bap, corering ; commoDlj applied to bed-dotbe*. 
^ ^ner'4 iDquired. \ rmu^oiio. 

$ Pitt damn, esecnted. 
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THE GYPSIE LADDIE. 



Thy coMt tht gjamer o'er htr.~F, 39. v. % 
"Die glamer, gtamour, or glamoorr, is a ma^cal delo- 
■ioD pracdeed upon tbe eje-sight. 

for I vtm and I npeor bj the fan in mj hand. 

P. M. T. 1. 
Other copies read, " bj what past jestreen ;" 



Aod be's rode «afll^ and he's rode west, 
TiU he came near Kirkaldy; 

Tliere be met a packman lad, 
And Bpeir'd for hit fur lad;. 
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" O cam ;e east, or cam' je west, 

Or cam' je through Eirkaldy i 
O saw Da je a bono; lass. 

Following the gjpue laddie ?" 

" I cam' na east, I cam' na west, 

Nor cam' I throng Kirltaldy; 
But the bonaieit lass that e'er I san. 

Was foUoning the g7pNe laddie." 

I have not inserted the«e in the text, as thej do not. 
agree with the rout which the earl toob in pursuit of 
the fu^tives, as meotioned in the prefatoij notes. 
There is indeed a stanza of no ment, whic^ in soow 
cofHe^ concludes the baUad, and states^ that eight of 
the gjp^es were hanged at Carlisle, and the rest at the 



Oae uddle and makt Um reatfy. — P. 41. v. 4. 
Variation,^ — " The bromi was ne'er sae read;." 
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LAMMIKIN. 



Of this ballad, which is popular thnnighout 
Scotland, I have received many copies, all of 
them differing in some points from one ano- 
ther, and some evea in their rersificalion. Ai 
these last could not well be incorporated with 
the others, I hare subjoined one of them, which 
teems to have a cl^m to insertion here, as well 
fix>in the variations it contams, as from its poe-, 
tical merit. 

There are three superstitious notions in thii 
ballad, which I have nowhere else met with: 
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Lord Weire imagining he saw the blood of his 
child upon a stone, auguring evil of his lady 
irom the rings on his finger bursting ; and, last- 
ly, carrying Lammikin " a' airts o' wind." un- 
less, indeed, this merely alludes to his being 
carried about and exhibited as a spectacle pre- 
vious to his execution. 
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LAMMIKIN. 



X/AHKiKiN was as gude a mason 

As ever hewed a stuie ; 
He biggit liord Weire'a castle, 

Bnt payment gat he uaoe. 

" Sen ye winna gie me my gaerdoD, * lord. 
Sea ye winna gie me my hire. 

This gude castle, sae stately built, 
I sail gar rock wi' fire. 

" Sen ye winna gie me my wages, lord. 

Ye sail faae cause to rue." 
And syne he brewed a black revenge. 

And syae he vowed a tow.^ — 

* Onerdont Tecompeaae. 
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The Lammikin sair wrotb, sair wroth, 

Rebimed again to Downe ; 
Bat or.be gaed, he vow'd and vow'd. 

The castle should sweep the gronnd. — 

*' O byde at hame, my gnde Lord Weire, 

I weird ye byde at hame ; 
Gang na to this day's huntittg. 

To leave me a' alane, 

" Yae night, yae night, I dreamt this bower 

red red blade was fu* ; 

Gin ye gang to this black hunting, 

1 sail hae cause to rue." 

" Wha looks to dreams, my winsome dame^ 
Nae cause hae ye to fear-}" ■ ' 

And syne he kindly kissed her cheek. 
And syne the starting tear. — 

Now to the gude green>wood he's gane. 

She to her painted bower, ■' 
Bat first she closed tbewiudows and doon 

Of the castle, ha', and tower. 
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They sUeked • doors, they eteeked yetta. 
Close to the cheek and chin t ; 

They sleeked them a' bat a wee wicket. 
And Lammakia crap in. 

" Where are the lads o' this casde f 

Says the Lammikia ; 
" They are a' wi' Lord Weire, hunting," 

The false nourice did sing. 

" Where are the lasses o' this castle ?" 

Says the Lammikin ; 
** They are a' out at the washing," 

The false nourice did sing. 

" Butwhere's the lady o' this house?" 

Says the I.ainniikin ; 
" She is in her bower sewing," 

The false nourice did sing. 

• Steehed, fastened. 

t Cheek and cfan, a prorertu^ pbnue, ugnifjio^* 
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" Is this the baim o' this house ?" ■ 

Says the Lammikin ; 
" The only bairn Lord Weire anghts" 

The false noarice did sing. 

Laipmikin nipped the hoonie babe^ 
While loud false noari<^ aings ; 

lammikin nipped the bonnie babe^ 
Till high the red blade s^Hiogs. 

" Still my bairn, nourice, 

O still him if ye can." 
" He will not still, madam. 

For a' bis father's Ian'." 

" O, geoUe nourice, still my bum, . 

O still him wi' the keys;" 
" He will not still, fair lady. 

Let me do what I please." 

" O still my baim, kind nourice, 

O still him wi* the ring." 
" He will not still, my lady. 

Let me do any thing." 



f n 



,G(Hinlc 



51 

" O Btill my bairn, gude aourice, 

O Btill him wi' the knife " 
" He will not still, dear iniatregs miae. 

Gin I'd lay down my life." 

" Sweet nourice, loud loud crieg my bairn, 

O still him wi' the bell." 
" He will not still, dear lady. 

Till ye cum down yourselL" 

The first step she stepped. 

She stepped on a stane. 
The next step she stepped. 

She met the Lammikui. 

And when she saw the red red blade, 
A loud skriech skrieched she, — 

" O monster, monster, spare my child. 
Who never skaithed thee ! 

" O spare, if in yoar bluidy breast 

Abides not heart of staiie ! 
O spare, an' ye salt hae o' gold 

That ye can carry hame I" 
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" I carena for your gold," he said, 

" I carena for your fee, 
I hae been wranged by your lord. 

Black vengeance ye sail drie. * 

" Here are nae serfs to guard your haa's, 

Nae trusty spearmen here; 
In yon green wood they sound the hom^ 

And chace the doe and deer. 

" Tho' merry sounds the gude green wood 
Wi' huntsmen, hounds, and horn. 

Your lord sail rue ere sets yon sun 
He has done me skaith and scorn." 

" O nourice, wanted ye your meat^ 

Or wanted ye your fee. 
Or wanted ye for aoiy thing 

A fair lady could gie f 

" I wanted for nae meat, ladie, 

I wanted for nae fee ; 
But I wanted for a hantle -f- 

A fair lady could gie." 

* IhU, tufier. f Hantle, niadi, a great deal. 



^^J^ 



,G(Hinlc 



ss 

Then Lammikin drew his red red sword. 

And sharped it od a stane. 
And through and throagh this fair ladie. 

The cauld cauld steel is gane, 

N©r lang was't after this foul deed^ 
Till Lord Weire cumin' hame, 

Thocht he saw his aweet bairn's bluid 
Sprinkled on a stane. 

" I wish e* may he wee]," be says, 

" Wi' my ladie at hame ; 
For the rings upon my fingers 

Are bursting in twain." 

Bat mair he look'd, and dule saw he. 
On the door at the trance, • 

Spots o' his dear lady's bluid 
Shining Uke a lance. — 

** There's bluid in my nursery. 

There's bluid in my ha'. 
There's bluid in my fair lady's bower. 

An' that's warst of a'." 

* Jivnee, abbrer. of eutruce- 
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O iweet sweet sang the birdie 

Upon the bough sae hie. 
But little cared false nourice for that. 

For it was her gallows tree. 

Then out he set, and his biaw men 
Rode a' the country roun'. 

Ere long they fend the Lammikin 
Had sheltered near to Downe. 

They carried him a' airts * o' wind. 

And mickle pain had he. 
At last before Lord Weire's gate 

They hanged him on the tree. 

* Airli, points of the compas£ 
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LAMMIKIN. 



K DIFFER EST COPT. 



The preseDt edition of " Lammikin" is given 
horn a MS. formerly written by an old lady, 
who is of opinion, tbat the stoiy has some foun- 
dation in truth, although she can refer to no 
document for its authenticity. From a recited 
copy, I have restored the name of Balwearie 
(probably the origins! of the Lord Weire of the 
preceding) in preference to that of Sr. Guy, or 
Gray, which the MS. bears, as it makes the 
ballad appear more decidedly local ; Balwearie, 
in Fifeshiie^ being the residence of that family 
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of the Scots, fonnerly represented by the re- 
douhtedMichaelScot. BalcBiiqual is an ancient 
Scottish surname, and is sometimes corrupted* 
for the more agreeahle sound, into Beluncan. 
All reciters agree, that Lammikin, or Lambkin, 
is not the name of the hero, but merely an epi- 
thet. What could give rise to it, I have not 
been able to discover, unless it be one of those 
ironical designations, which are common to an- 
cient as well as modem languages. Examples 
will readily occur to the classical reader; but 
it will be sufficient in the present instance to 
remark, that the honest people of Scotland fre- 
quently mention Satan by the familiar appella- 
tion of the good man. In this edition of the 
ballad there is no mention made of Balcan- 
qual's occupation; and the cause assigned for 
the revenge he took, is bat darkly hinted at. 
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LAMMIKIN. 



When Balwearie and hi& train 
Gaed * to hunt the wild boar. 

He gar'd f bar np his castle 
Behind and before. 

And he bade his fur lady 

Guard weel her young son. 
For wicked Balcauqual 

Great mischief had done. 

So she closed a' the windows 

Without and within. 
But forgot the wee wicket. 

And Balcauqual crap '^ in. 

* Gatd, went t Oai'd, cMtied. i Crap, crept. 
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Thea ap Bpak faaae nourice^ 
" Haste op to the tower. 

Somebody knocks at the gate 
Bauldly and dowr." • 

Syne Balcanqnal he rocked^ 
And lause sourice sang, 

Till through a' the cradle 
The baby's blood spraog. 

" O please the baim, nourice^ 
And please him wi' the keys." 

" He'll no be pleased, madam. 
For a' that he sees." 

And Balcanqual ay rocked. 
While fause nourice sang. 

And through a' the cradle 
The baby's blood ran. 

" Please the baim, nourice. 
Add please him wi' the knife." 

" He'll no be pleased, madam, 
Tho' I'd gie my life." 

* Do»r, itemly. 
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And BalcaDqual still rocked. 
And fause nourice sang. 

While through a' the cradle 
The baby's blood ran, 

" Now please the bairn, nounce> 
And please him wi' the bell." 

" He'll no be pleased, madam. 
Till ye come yoursell." — 

Down came this fair lady. 
Tripping down the stair. 

To see her sick bairn. 

But returned never mair. — 

" Now scour the bason, Jenny, 
And scQur't very clean. 

To haad* thia lady's blood. 
For she's of noble kin." 

She's lifted her baby. 

And kissed cheek and chin. 
And his ance rosy lips. 

But nae breath was within. — 

• aaad,holi. 
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" Fare weel, my sweet baby, 

Ye've left me alane ; 
But I see mj death comiDg, 

I needna make mane." 

They've taen this fair lady. 

And tied her wi' bands. 
And in her sweet heart's blood 

'Diey've dipped their hands. 

For Balcanqual and nourice 

Had vow'd her to slae. 
Because their ill deeds 

Made Balwearie their fae. 

Balwearie and bis train 
Cam hame neary at e'en, 

Nae voice gied * them welcome, 
Nae light could be seen. 

" Open, dear lady. 

My castle to me ;" 
Nae voice gied an answer, 

Nae voice was to gie. ■f 

• died, gave. t Gie, pw 
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SWEET WILLIE. 



\Phis ballad has had the miafortuue, in com- 
mon with many others, or being much mutila- 
ted by reciters. ' I have eadeavoured, by the 
assistance of some fragments, to jnake it as 
complete as possible; and have even taken the 
liberty of altering liie arrangement of some of 
the stanzas of a lately-procured copy, that they 
might the better cohere with those already 
printed. The fragment of it best known, com- 
mences, " liv'd ance twa luvers in a dell." In 
some of its parts the ballad likewise resembles 
that of Katiarnie Janaffray, but both the cata- 
strophe and other material incidents are entire- 
~]^ different. 
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SWEET WILLIE. 



" Will you marry the southland lord, 
A queen o' fair England to be f 

Or will you mouru for sweet Willie, 
The mom • upon yon lea f" 

" I will many the southland lord. 

Father sen it is your will ; 
But I'd rather it were my buiial day. 

For my grave I'm going till, f 

" O go, O go now my bower wife, 

O go now hastilie, 
O go now to sweet Willie's bower. 

And bid him cum speak to me. — 
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" Now, Willie, gif ye love me weel, 

As sae it seems to me. 
Gar build, gar build a bonny ship. 

Gar build it speedilie ; 

" And we will sail the sea sae green 

Unto some far countrie ; 
Or we'll sail to some bonny isle. 

Stands lanely midst the sea." 

But lang or e'er the ship was built. 

Or deck'd or rigged out. 
Cam sic a pain in Annet's back. 

That down she cou'dna louL 

" Now, Willie, gin ye love me weel. 

As sae it seems to me, 
O baste, haste, bring me to my bower^ 

And my bower maidens three." 

He's ta'en her in his arms twa. 
And kiss'd her cheek and chin. 

He's brocht her to her ain sweet bower. 
But nae bower maid was in. 
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" Now leave my bower, Willie," she said, 
" Now leave me to my laae ; * 

Was never man in a lady's bower 
When she was travailing f" 

He's stepped three steps down the st^r. 

Upon the marble stane, 
Sae load's he heard his young son greet, •(- 

But and hb lady mane. % 

*' Now come, now come, Willie," she said, 
" Tak your young son frae me, 

And hie him to your mother's bower. 
With speed and privacie." 

And he is to his mother's bower, 

As fast as he could rin, 
" Open, open, my mother dear. 

Open and let me in; 

" For the rain rains on my yellow hair. 

The dew stands on my chin. 
And I have something in my lap. 

And I wad ftuo be in." 

* To my iane,9\iaae. f Creet,aj. \ Mmttftaatk. 
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" O go, O go^ aow, vwaet Willie, 

And make your tadj Uithc, 
For wherever joa had ae noaiioe. 

Your young son shaQ faae fiTe."— 

Oat spak Anaet's ntother dear. 
An' she spak a word o' |H:ide> 

Says, " Whaie ii a* our bride's maideni. 
They're no Inuldiqc the bride I" 

" O haod your toBgne> my mother deal, 

Your speaking let it be. 
For I'm sae hit and fiiU o' flesh, 
Idtde bn^iDg will leTTe me." 

Oat an' spak the Iwide'i maiden*. 

They spak a word o' pride. 
Says, " Whare is a' the fine cleiding, * 

Its we mstoa hwit. the bride f 

*• Deal hoolyt- wi" my head, nuideiu. 

Deal hooly wP my hair. 
For it was waifaea late yestreen. 

And it is wonder saic. . 



HihyGoogle 



" My maidens^ easy vi' my back. 

And easy wi' my side ; 
O set my saddle saft, Willie, 

I am a tender bride." 

O np then spak the soathland lord. 

And blinkit ni' bis ee ; 
" I trow this lady's bom a baim," 

Then lauchl loud laucbters three. 

" Ye hae gi'en me the gowk, • Annet, 

But I'll gie yon the scorn ; 
For there's no a bell ii) a' the town 

Shall ring for yon the mom." 

Ont and spak then sweet Willie, 

" Sae load's I hear you lie. 
There's no a bell in a' the town 

But sball ring for Annet and me." 

And Willie swore a great great oath. 

And he swore by the thorn. 
That she was as free o' a child that night. 

As the night that she was born^ 

* Gomk, caekow ; to gie the gomk, to lu^d ap to derinoB. 
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np an* spak then sweet Willie, 
And he spak up wi' pride, 

" Gin I should lay my gloves in pawn, 
I will dance wi' the bride." 

" Now haud yonr tongue, Willie," she said, 
" Wi' dancing let me be, 

1 am sae thin in flesh and blude, 

Sma' dancing will serve me." 

But she's ta'en Willie by the hand. 

The tear blinded her ee; 
" But I wad dance wi' my true love. 

But bursts my heart in three." 

She's ta'en her bracelet frae her arm. 

Her garter frae her knee, 
" Gie that, gie that, to my yoimg son. 

He'll ne'er his mother see. 
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NOTES 



SWEET WILLIE. 



Or milt yea tawna. — P. 03. v. 1. 
One copy bean burn ; which ia perhaps the better 
reading 

BoBier-niffi. — P. 88. v. 3. 
The bower womaD. Chancer naes wife nmply for 
nomau. See v. 7> 

P. 64. y. 5; 

This and the preceding stanza remind one of the 

heautiful passage in the Song of Solomon, " Open -the 

door, my sister, my love, my dov^ my nndefilcd; for my 

head b filled tritb dew, and my locks with the drop of 
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nigbt* The ttonzu, with aoioe varittlion, likewise oc- 
cur in some copiet of tbe £bu efhxhroyan. 

He taore ty the thorn.— P. M. t. 5. 
As this wu an o«tIi Mldom anA on trifling occasions, 
WiUie maj mean Christ's crown of tboms. Bat see 
note on GUagerim, 
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YOUNG JOHNSTONE. 



A rBAOHENT of thia fine old ballad has been 
repeatedly published under the title of " The 
cruel Knight" The present edition has been 
completed from two recited copies. Young 
Jolinstone's reason for being " sae late a co- 
ming in," has been suppressed, as veil as a con- 
cluding stanza of inferior merit, in which the . 
catastrophe is described in a manner qoite sa- 
tisfactorjj but not very poetical. 
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YOUNG JOHNSTONE. 



VftVN a JohnalODe hmI the yoaag caltusi 

Saik drinking at Ute wuie, 
" O ^n * ye wad auxtj mj ai^ter^ 

Its I wad many thine." 

" r wadna many your mter. 

For a* your bouEm and iai>d> 
Bnt ni keep bei fas my lemaivi' 

When I come o'er the strand. 

" Gin, if. t Lemon, layer; Iicre, concubine. 
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" I wadna many yooi wteiy 

For a' your gowd and fee ;* 
Bat m keep ho foi my lemra, 

Wben I come o'er the tea." 

Yomig Johmtane had a niil-brown Btmtfi 

Himg Ibw down by Im» gui. 
And he ritted it through the young cohul* 

That word he ne'er spak mair. 

Bnt he's awa' to hu ust^i bower. 

And he's ttrled f at the pin ; 
** Whar hae ye been, my dear JobortoiUj 

Sae late a cotniog in i 

" Vrt drearaccl a dream this night," she iay>i 

" I wish it may be good. 
They were seeking yon with hawks and houads, 

And the young coL'nel wafl dead." — 

" They are seeking ne with hawks and hounds. 

As I trow well they be ; 
For I have killed the young col'nel. 

And thy own true lore was he." 

* 0«B<gotd. Pc^uKMw; aplemMin. 
t Tb-Ud, knocked gentlj. 
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" If ye hae killed the youDg col'nel, 

A dole * and woe is me ; 
But I wish ye may be hanged on a hie gallowi. 

An' hae nae power to flee." — 

And he's awa to his lover's bower. 

He's tirled at the pin ; 
" Whar hae ye been, my dear Johnstone, 

Sae late a coming in ? 

" I've dreamed a dream, this night," she says, 

I wish it may be good. 
They were seeking yon with hawks and hoonds. 

And the young col'nel was dead." 

" They are seeling me with hawks and honnds-. 

As I trow well they be. 
For I have killed the yomig col'nel, 

And thy ae brother f was he." 

' If ye hae killed the young col'nel, 

A dale and woe is me ; 
But I gie aa eac much for the young col'Bd, 

If thy ain body is free. 

* Duk, aomnr. f Thy at brother, th; oolj brotber, 
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" Come in, come in, nty dear Joimstonc, 

Come in and take a sleep. 
And I will go to my casement. 

And carefnUy I'll thee keep." 

She hadna weel gane up the stair. 

And entered in her tower, 
^nU foor-and-twenty belted knights 

Came riding to the door. 

" O did you see a bloody sqoire, 

A bloody squire was he ; 
O did you see a bloody squire 

Come riding o'er the lea ?" 

" What colonr were his hawks ?" she criedj 
" What colour were his hounds f 

What colour was the gallant steed, 
"Hiat bore bim from the bounds T 

" Bloody, bloody were his hawks. 

And bloody were his hounds. 
And milk-white was the gallant steed. 

That bore him Ixom the bounds." 
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" Yes, bloody, bloody were his bawka> 

And bloody were his honnds. 
And milk-wbite wu the {^llaat steed. 

That bore him fiKHu the boimdat 

" But light ye down, now, gentlenen. 
And take some bi«ad and wine ; 

An* the steed be good he rides upon. 
He's past the bridge of Tyne." 

^ We thank yon for you bread, Udky 
We thank you for your wine ; 

I wad gie thrice three thousand pounds 
Your fair bodie was mine." — 

" lie still, he still, my dear Johnstone, 

Lie still and take a sleep. 
For there's four-and-twenty belted knights 

Just gone oat at the gate." 

But young Johnstone had a wee pmkmfer 

Hung low down by his gMi, 
And he ritted it through hia dear ladie. 

And wounded her sae nir. 
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" What aileth thee, now dear Johnstone i 

What aileth thee at meP 
Hast thoa not got my father's gold, 

Bot and my mother's fee ?' 

" Now Uve, now live, my dear Udie, 

Now live but half an hour ; 
And there's no a leech * in a' Scotland, 

Bat shall be in tby bower* 

" How can I live, my dear Johnstone i 

How can I lire for ihee i 
O do ye na see my red heart's blood 

Itun tricUmg down my knee f 

" But go thy way, my dear Johnstone, 

And ride al<mg the plaio; 
And think no more of thy true love. 

Than she had never been." 
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NOTES 



THE YOUNG JOHNSTONE. 



Toung Johnttone had a nnt-brown tmord. 

P. 73. V. 2. 
This was a favonrite nmile nitb oar aucestort, and 
did not imply, at tome suppose, (see paniculwij a long 
note in PEftcr's Religaet, Vol, 1. p. 90. last edit) that 
tbey alloned their swords to nut from a noble con- 
' tempt of appearance, but that it was a Damascas 



Hun; W dama by hii gair^-^P. 73. v. 9. 

A gur 11 a [uece of cloth inserted into a garment to 

widen it Gair » sometiroes used for the whole dren, 

" Gainest ander gore," the nxMt beantiful in dress; a 

phrase of romance. 
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And he ritted it through the young ci^'neL 

P. 73, V. 2. 

Tbniit it Tiolentl;. The word occare again in Sir 

JH$trtm, bat I believe nowhere elte; in Str THttrem 

P.T3.V.4. . 
Though the ihjme of this Btoma maj now appenr 
licentious, it was iiot «o fonnerl;. Dead is to this day 
pronounced deed in Scotland, and good gnede in Aber- 
deenshire. It Menu indeed antnentljr to have been so 
pronounced tini»eraiilly ; at least in the romance of 
Bom Child we read, 

" His pf(e» were nought guede." 

And I mill go to my casement — P. T5. t, 1, 
So the won) has been corrupted; it ihonld be eate- 
mate, a loop-hole in a wall. 
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MERMAID. 



This beautiful piece of poetry was recorered 
from the recitation of a lady, who heard it sung 
by the servants, in her father's family, aboTC fifty 
years ^o. It is believed, notwithstanding some 
modem expressions, to be very ancient. The 
lady mentions, that it was formerly popnlar on 
the Carrick coast of Ayrshire. It bears a striking 
resemblance to the following fragment in Pin- 
kerton's Collection :— r- 

Whar yon clear burn, froe itma the loch, 

IUds safUie to the sea. 
There tatelie bathed, in hete a' none, 

A aqaice of valour Me, 
TOL. H, F 
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He kend lue t&at the faiue Mermud 
There used to bok * and play. 

Or he had oeir gaoe to the bufae, 
I Irair, that dreirie da;. 

Nae inner bad he defl t hi* ctaithi, 

Nm luner 'gan to stoim, 
Hut up «he raised her bonnie face 

AbooD the glittering stream; 

" comely youth, gin ye will cum 

Atkd be my leman d«r, 
Ye sail hae pleasance o' ilk tort, 

Bot any eud or feir. 

f ni tak' yon to my emmnd ha', 

Wi' perles lifted round, 
Whar ye nail li*e wi* lure and me, 

And neir by bale be found." 



Mr PinkertoD, however^ in his Preface to the 
Maidand Poems, asserts, that it was written 
wholly by himself; but without calliDg Jo ques- 
tion that gentlemaa's acknotdedged veracity, 

• Beik, baak. t Defl. thrown off. 
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it will readily be allowed, tbat the coincidence 
is such> that it can only be accounted for on the 
SDppoution that the fragment was compoBed 
ftom the indistinct recollection of &e story> 
which he may hare heard in childhood. 
The second line literally stood thus, — 
" Hides mmtj an elf an' plam," 

which, as I did not understand, I took the li- 
berty of altering. 

Since writing the above, I have seen Mr 
Jamieson's Collection of Popular Ballads and 
Songs, which contains the " Water-woman," a 
translation from the German of Goethe, exac^ 
^milar in the story, and nearly so in descrip- 
tion, with the " Mermaid." I do not know at 
what period the "Water-woman" first made its 
appearance; but should be inclined to suppose, 
from internal evidence, that it was not imitated 
from Pinkerton's fragment, which, among otber 
things, wants the catastrophe. 
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MERMAID. 



1 o yon fause stream, that near the sea 

Hides mony a shelve aod pluai,* 
And rives wi' feaifii' din the stanes, 
A witless knicht did come. 

The day shines clear, — faa: in he's gane 
Whai shells are silver bright. 

Fishes war loupin' a' aroim',t 
And gparklin' to the light : 



• Plum, a deep hole in a river, 
t *. «. leaping all wouiul. 
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Whan as be la,vei, sovodt ea/da Me iweet 

Fiae ilka rock «d* txee. 
The brief* was out, 'tww hhn it docased 

The Menuaid'a face to Be*. 

Fiae 'neath a rode, snoe, sone ^e rbse. 

And stately on she swun. 
Stopped in the midst, acf becked -f* aiul saBg 

To him to stretch his tnn'. 

Gowdeo glist the yellow links, 
Tliat round hei neck Ae'A twine ; 

Her een war o' the skyie bhte. 
Her lips did mock the wine; 

The smile upon her bonnie cheek 

Was sweeter than the bee ; 
Her voice excelled the birdies sang 

Upon the birchen tree. 

* Bn^, literally a nrft, here a (mtence. In the ac- 
count of Gonrie'B conspirac;, appended to Gall'i ■■ Gabioas" 
it is used ia tbe aeato of " trr«uttiUa spall * 

t BeehtdyUckaa^ 
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Sae coathie,* couthie did she lookj 
And meikle had she deecbed ;-)■ 

Oot shot} his band, alas, alas! 
Past in the swirl ^ he screeched. 

The Memuud leuch, her brief was gane. 
And Kelpie's H blast was blawia', 

Fq' lov she duked, ne'er rmse again. 
For deep, deep was she fawin*. 

Aboon the stream his wratth** was seen. 
Warlocks fi* tided lang at gloamin* ; 

That e'en was coarse,^}: the blast blew house. 
Ere lang the waves war foamin'. 

* OmlhU, kindly. f Inched, BMend. 

t 5hrf, fltretcbed. f Sarirl, whirlpool. 

I) Kt^U, the water-ipirit. 

** Wraith, the spectral ^pctnuice of ft fwaou «bont to 
ifo, or recently dead. 
It WttrhcfiM, wiiards. ^ Coane, tempestooiu^ roueb. 
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NOTES 



THE MERMAID. 



The Menmii fact to Ke^P. 85. t. 1. 
It appears that Mermaids could injure even bj a look; 
turns the ballad of *■ CieA CoW 



— Becked and iang^~P. 85. ». 2. 
Mermaids, too, like other syrens of antiquity, vere sop- 
posed to have the poner of fasciiiatiun by un^Dg; thus 
Shakespeare, 

" O train nw not, iwaet Mennaid, with tfa; song. 
To drawn me in thjt siitet's flood of teui." 

Ctmedy iff Erran. 

Warlocks tirUd long at gloanm'.—P. 86. t. 3. 
This line is obscure. To tirl, is to uncover; and the 
meaning may perhaps be, that the narlocks took the roofs 
off many houses; an occurrence by no means rar* when 
Scotland was infested with these sons of dartmets. Jh-l alio 
signifies to knock gently. 
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WILLIE MACKINTOSH. 



This fragment relates to the feuds of the two 
powerfiil Annilies of Gordon and Mackintosh, 
and their retainers, which ibr a long period 
distoibed the tranquillity of &e north. Front 
the following extract from Jjesle/s History, the 
reader will be enabled to form some opinion of 
the state of the conntiy diiring the reign of 
James V., when every man's hand seemfi to 
hare be^ set against his neighbour. The pa*- 
gage deserves particular attention. — '' In ScoUjb 
partibus, qute natune ferocitate quodam effera- 
tte agratiores dicuntur incolse parUm ingenium 
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■Dum secuti^ partim temporis loDge impedilis- 
nmi incitati omnia qnoque nimia Ucentia gias- 
Bantea prostrarunt: Bed contentioimin quae in 
illis partibos gliacebat^'illa inter Makintoschia- 
nos excitata, fiiit longe turbalentissinia. Tribus 
enim Glencbattaoa vnlgo noncnpata^ Makin- 
toscbiana a principe Makintoscbio dicebatnr. 
In ilia triba priacipatum obttnebat lAcblanus 
Makintoscbius, •v'u agronim locuples, prudentia 
tam Bingnlari pnestans^ nt soos omnes pne cse- 
tens intra officii tineas prseclaie qnidem conti- 
nuerit. QuK res com mnltoium animosj qnt 
tam srcta officii lege constringi zgie tulerant 
ab eo aliettasset: Jacobus Malcomsonus ejus 
cognatns, qui regnandi cupiditate incendebator, 
arrepta temporis occasione Makintoschum ex 
inadiis per&d^ delevit, ac fuga se qaempriomni 
ad lacus Rotbemarcosii insnlam tanqn^ asy- 
lum subduxeiat. Ver&m reliqui ^ Makintoscbt 
triba tam infestia aoimis percussorem persecati 
snot, Qt ilium vi in insula captum sliosque siri 



^ry 
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sceleris socios extremo snppUcio paulo post me- 
ritd mulctaverict. Quiid vero Makiotoschi filiiu 
propter tenellam eetatem ad subditos paul6 fe- 
rociorea metu pienaque continueodos ineptioz 
videretur, ejus iratrem nothum cui nomen Hec- 
tor! Makintoscho, commani consensione dele- 
geruat ducem, quoad tenellos ejus oepos pec 
eetatis maturitatem tribus siue clavum tenere 
posset. Cum comes Moravieosis Makintoschi 
filium vidisset, si puer temeritati popnli pauld 
immanioris committatur, quantis undique ao- 
gustiis premaretujj pie pro stadio in nepotem 
(fiiit enim ex sorore ejus susceptus) curavit, ut 
ali6 inde ad Ogilvios suae matiis propinquos 
tiaductus, et morum elegantia limaretur, aliis- 
que ad pietatem pneceptionibus prudenter im- 
bneretiir. Hector infantem sibi insidiose sur-' 
reptnm vehementer exctmduit. Mam citm plo- 
Timam inde de sua fide^ ac auctoritate imminu- 
tum esse diceret, omnem tentavit viam, qua^ 
puero in suam denuo potestatem asserto, et 
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£des sibi et anctoritas laDciietar. Verilai om- 
nes arbitraU suot^ earn de poem in suam pote^ 
tatem assereado tam solicit^ anxiuin feisse, at^ 
iHo extincto, sibi snieque proli viam ad i^;iiiieii 
tribus perpetuHm commoDeret Qax aeiitetitia» 
^M MoravieDsi pemtus insculpta erat, pneinni 
vmni cunt, ac diligentia conservabat, ne in Heo 
tocis manain ulla ratioae veturet. Quo noinine 
e^ Hectw infreadeiet ac soam in MoravieiK 
•em viam qnocunque modo expueie vellet^ fra- 
tcem suam Gulielmnm, aliosqoe sho» c<^atc» 
iocitavit, nt, junctis sibi cc^iis^vasUtate pisdis- 
*pe Comitis MorsTiensis agroa ac terras vexa- 
EeU Quod tanto cum fiuoce fecernot, nt, Djk- 
ensi raiaicipio diiepto^ castRHjoe Tanituuo ob- 
sesso, pkiima infinitae erudelitatis sigiia csedt^, 
kicendia;, pcsedaUones in viiis, ftEminis, ac ifao- 
toribua prcHniscue delendis, edideriot. Neque 
Uloram furor, odio, partis adveiss giavissimo 
inflammatus, tatitillis terminis poterat circum- 
•ctlbi» quin, castris positis ad aicem. Petteosemk 
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{qaae turn Domiei Dumensis ex OgilfiwDm 
familia domiHatione tenebatur) obsidioaem fu- 
riosi premebant, ac deditioae tandem facta, 
TJginti quatuor Ogilvios Bimiil extiaguebant : 
quibus tot tOBtisque Bpoliis, samma quidem fe- 
licitate relatJBj illorum animi ita effcrebantur, 
at rerum ptosperitate nimium pnefideates hob 
prius sceleri^ ac cfudelUati suas modum posue- 
runt, quam Comes Moraviensis justam ab illis 
vindictam aimis expetierat Nam cum Comes 
illos in suis agris affligendis, aliisque sceleribui 
edendis immaniter exultantea vidisset, a rege 
cjusque coDsilio cui ut Prorex in eo bello con- 
stitutiis illonim furorem, ac audaciam ia Kep. 
vastanda projectiorem armis coeiceret, 

" Comes ergo comparato exercitu, tanto im- 
petu in eos ac eonim agros involavit ut duoen- 
tOB fer^ ex principibus captos laqueo quam^i- 
mdm mulctaverit. Horum tanta luit in Ouccra 
fides ut com singulis ad crucem perductis vita 
proponeretur, si iu quern Hector locum se ab- 
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diderat aperiret ; omnes constantiseimo vulln 
responderint : se id nescire, ac si id quidem 
Bossent nullo potoissent pmam, ant timoris ge- 
nere ioduci, nt prodita fide, illnd aperirent Iq 
Gultelmam Makintoscham Hectoris fiatrem, 
qaM illnd iooendium fratris causa in piimis 
fovebftt, gravis piena propoaabatur. Nam 
postquiLm illi gula laqueo fracta fuerat, caput 
prsecisam Dyks atipiti pnefigebatar, retiqni 
verb corporis quatoor partes dissects, singolse 
in singulis oppidis Elgino, Foresio, lovemesio, 
ac Aldemo publice ad contumeliani aliosque 
exemplo teirendosj portis appenste proponeban- 
tur." 

In Gordon's History of the House of Gor- 
don, tbere are some allusioDS to this feud, but 
scarcely any particulars are ^ren. In no his- 
tory of the period, indeed, do I find an account 
of the transaction to which the fragment now- 
published immediately refers ; but the following 
passage, from an anonymous account of Scot- 
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land, puHished in 1705, is too carious to be 
omitted: — "After this, the publick business 
being in a manner settled, the Regent (for so 
ve now must call her) sends out Gordon Earl' 
of Hundey to take Murdec, head of the Rey- 
nolds's clan, a famous robber, that had done 
great mischief: but Gordon was not thought 
to behave himself with that fidelity as was ex- 
pected, but came back re infecta, and was there- 
upon clapt up, in order to be tried for that and 
other crimes laid to his charge; and in par- 
ttcutar, the death of William Catton,* a hope- 

* An error for William Mackintosh of the clan Cbattan. 
The aoinent tradition of the house of Gordon bears, that 
William MackinCoah, unable to resist the power of Hunt- 
lej, at length reraised to submit to his mere;. When be 
repaired to the castle of Huntlej as a suppliant, the earl 
was absent; but the countess directed Mackintosh, in 
token of complete submis^on, to lay his head upon die 
dresser, which he had do sooner done than it whs severed 
from his bodj bj one of the lady's attendant*. Catan, or 
Catanach, sigoifying of, or beloagii^ to, the clan Caltan, 
is a common Highland epitheL 
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ful youth> and heir of that faauly, who^ uptm 
some differeoce betwixt them, had ignonuitly 
put himself into his power ; he caused his wife, 
when he was gone towards the Qaeen-mother 
into France^ to put him to death, for no other 
reason but because he submitted no sooner to 
him." — pp. 49, 50. 

Fiddich-side is in the parish of Mortlach, 
Banff-shire, and near it stands the castle of 
Auchindoun, now a ruin. The fragment itself 
was fortunately recollected by a lady of distia- 
guished rank, and was communicated to the 
editor by Mr Scott. 
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WILLIE MACKINTOSH. 



As I came in by Fiddich-side 

In a May moraiDg, 
I met Willie Mackintosh 

An hoar before the dawning. 

" Turn again, turn again. 
Turn again, I bid ye; 

If ye bum Auchindown, 
Hunlly he will head f ye." 

* Head me, hang me. 
That sail never fear me ; 

I'll bum AucbtndowD 

Before the hfe leaves me." 

t Head, behead. 
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As I came in by Anchindovn 

In a May moming, 
AuchiDdown was in a bleeze 

An bom before tbe dawning. 



" Crawing, crawing. 
For my ctowbc ciawiDg>f 

I lost the best feather i' my wing 
For my ctowse crawing." 



t Cromte, hoA. Cnmt crainng, }*afffD§, 
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MODERN BALLADS. 
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Jtt the three folhmng iimtationt o^ the aneutU 
ballad, the editor has not adhered to historical 
faxi. Me has used i« this respect, fcrhaps ra- 

■ ther UberaUjf, the freedom which the old btUlad- 
writers used — whea the deoiationfrom tnith mti 
not the effect o^ viere i^iorance — of wresting 
the UoTjf to their taste or prejudica. 
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EARL DOUGLAS. 



" But when the loids of parliament had con- 
sulted long, how, and in what manner, matteia 
should be amended and repaired, and also per- 
ceiving the Earl of Douglas to be a principal 
cause of all wicked enormities and mischiefs ; 
and, b J reason of his riches, kindred, and friends, 
they could not repress his tyranny by strength 
nor might; they therefore wrote pleasant wrib>- 
ings to him, purposing to cut him off by slight^ 
subtilitjA and craft, requesting, right affectnous- 
]y, the sud earl and his brother to come in for 
assistance of the oommonwealth, which, witb> 
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out him, his kindred aad fiiends could not be 
goodly ruled ; for^ unce they abstained irom 
the guiding of the same, it was utterly wrecked 
and come to nought. Such coloured and painted 
words they sent to this young nobleman to draw 
him in the snare, albeit they intended nothing 
more than his destruction and ruin. So the earl, 
being given to conquest, glory, and honour to 
himself and to his friends, (and namely he not 
nndeistandittg such fair coloured words, ' TitaX 
nothing could he done without him and his kin- 
dred and friends/) and also, upon the other part, 
by the information of some avaritious courtiers, 
and greedy flatterers that depended upon him, 
havhig regard to their own privy profit more 
than to their master'a fame and honour, he took 
purpose to obey the letters, and came forward 
to the king to Edinburgh, accompanied with 
his brother David, whom he never su&red to 
pass a foob-breadth from himself, and others 
his piost honest fiieada, bdieving no falsehood 
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to bechance him aftenraid, in respect of the 
hearty message that came to him by the iu^;ia> 
trates and lords of parliament. 

" When this earl was coming forward on this 
way> as is declared, the diancellor, oa set pur- 
pose, rode forth to meet himi to remove all sus- 
picion of falsehood out of the earl's mind, and 
requested him -very earnestly to ride to Creigh- 
ton with him, and to pass his time for a day or 
two. To which the flarl of Douglas consented 
very gladly, and remained two days, very well 
treated and entertained, with his kindred and 
friends ; where the chancellor swore, by his 
great oath and hdy sacraments, that there was 
no man in Scotland, except the king's majesty, 
that he favoured so well as the Earl of Dou- 
glas, and would esteem him, from thenceforth, 
equally with the governor of the realm. This 
young gentleman, fostered with such flattery, 
was allured to pass to Edinburgh. The chan^ 
cellor, as he Uiat had no privy deceit nor ma- 
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lice latent in his mitid, stud, witb a hearty conn' 
tenaoce. Id this manner: — 

" Seeing so it is, that the king hath given and 
granted to you the largest riches and puissance 
of any others yoor friends and netghhoura, I 
vill exhort yon, with all my heart, (as him whose 
house, kindred, and friends are more dear to 
me than all die rest of Scotland, mine own ex- 
cepted,) to stand ohedient to the king's laira 
and statutes, which it pleases the eternal God 
to reign ahoye as at this time ; and remember, 
the high fortnne yon are promoted to, the great 
dependance of vassals, and land, and man-rents, 
with other great strength and power, which 
^ not to be reckoned at this time, are not 
to you, that you should be more insolent 
f, thinking thereby to oppress inferiors, 
misken the magistrates appointed by the 
re of God, and the consent of the nobili- 
nt rather, if the king hath given you all 
iresuds, of his own beoevolence and plea- 
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mn, it becomes yon to have him in all honour 
and reveient obedience to bis charge and pleop 
sure, and, above all things> to defend the com- 
monwealtb, not regarding of land and goods 
for mtunttuning of the same in peace and rest ; 
therefore, caase all enormities and crimes, com- 
mitted heretofore, to be re£onnded and remend- 
ed within yonr bounds, and sniTer not the poor 
people to be overcome and reft by strong and 
miscbievons grants, nor stop no man to be 
brought to the king, that is a manifest trespas" 
' ser or a limmer; but, on the contrary, minister 
justice equally within your bounds, as becomes 
you ; and thereafter, not only thole others to be 
punished, but also to come with your whole 
power and strength to bring all wicked butchers, 
and manifest oppressors of the poor, to be ad^ 
judged, and thole condignly, according to the 
laws ; otherwise it will redound to your great di»T 
honour, hurt, and shame, to the wreck and betv 
ship of your goods and ge^r ; and tliat which is 
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worst of aU, to the utter extirpation of your 
house, kindredj and fiiends ; of the vhich since 
I favour you so well, I would not ye were the 
author ; nor yet that you should obscure nor 
blot the honourable facts of martial deeds^ and 
the honour in civil government, which yonr 
forbears conquessed to their posteri^." 

" The young gentleman^ being o'f good incli- 
nation^ (if be had been well accompanied,) took 
the chancellor's admonition in good part, pro- 
mising to repair all things that he had counsel- 
led, and to obey and serve the king's majesty ' 
with due honour wid reverence ; but knew no- 
thing of the chancellor's fraud and guile, who 
thought that this realm should be in greater 
tranquillity, if the Earl of Douglas and his bro- 
ther had been cutted otT suddenly. 

"After this tfaeycame to Edinburgh, with- 
out any understanding what was devised for 
their destruction. Some men jndged Uiat no 
Eood was to come of this journey, and that 
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tlirough the frequent messages both coming 
sad going betwixt the governor and chancellor^ 
and therefore gave counsel, that none of them 
should enterj at that time, into the caatle of 
Edinburgh, or, at least, if he entered, best it 
were to send his brother Dand back again 
home, and not to break their Other's connsel, 
who inhibited them, that they should never 
pass both together where there was any appear- 
ance of danger, frand, or guile, lest it should be 
the wreck of themselves and house. The eari 
gave no credit to such conjectures, saying, he 
had experience of the governor's and chancel- 
lor's faith and loyalty in such cases ; and, as to 
the chancellor, he had so entertained and treat- 
ed him, that he could dread no evil and false- 
hood at his hand ; yet such quiet rumours spread 
through the whole company, that caused Sit 
David Douglas to persuade the earl, his bro- 
ther, to turn homeward agmn, dreading some 
mischief to fall upon this has^ friendship: For 
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the which the earl reproved his hrotber veiy 
sharply^ saying, it was not decent for him to 
give ear to aiich vain unhappy flatterers, who 
were the very occasion of all dissension and dis- 
cord among noblemen^ so long as they had 
place; and therefore gave command, with right 
sharp threatening and br^ging words, that 
no man in his company meant such thing, let 
be to speak the same. But behold here a not* 
able case, and worthy to be marked ; the nearer 
that any man be to a peril or mischief, he mns 
the more headlong thereto, and hath no grace 
to hear them that ^ve him counsel to eschew 
the danger. 

" The Earl of Douglas, being a young noble* 
man of good inclination, wiser perchance than 
any other of equal age with him, would neither 
give ear to his goodwillers and favourers, nor 
yet ^was be content with them that gave the 
counsel to turn homeward again, but reproved 
them highly ; wherethrough sundry noblemen. 
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vitii sadj diiiy> and quiet counteoaocej followed 
htm, and durst not speak any further. It may 
be well said of this man^ that safety itself, al- 
beit it would, could not preserve this man from 
destmction ; and so this man, posting to his 
death, without farther delay, spoiretb his horse, 
and came forward to Edinburgh, and entered 
into the castle ; where, by outward counte- 
■ nance, he was received with great joy and glad- 
ness, and banquetted royally, with eU delicates 
tiiat could be gotten ; and ever that he should 
take no suspicion of aaj deceit to follow there- 
upon. Then, at the last, many of the earl's 
fiiends being scaled oS the town, and opptni^u- 
ni^ serving, with consent and advice of the 
governor, who came then, of set purpose, to 
Edinburgh, when the dinner was finished, and 
all the delicate courses taken away, the chan- 
cellor presented a bull's head before the Earl of 
Douglas, which was a sign and token of con- 
detnnation to the death : but the earl and hia 
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brother beholding ^s manifold treason^ with 
sad mind and drii; countenance, start np irom 
the board, and made to leap at some place where 
the; might ai^wise get out ; hot then, from 
hand, a company of armed men nished oat 
round about them, who, bieaking all hospita> 
lity, lead them to the Castle-hil), with Sir Mal- 
colm Fleming of Cnmbemauld, and other gen- 
Uemen their as»sten and familiars, and strook 
their heads from them. This was done in the 
year of God one thonsaod four hundred and 
forty years. It is said, the king, being of ten 
years then, lamented and wept veiy aore, when 
he saw the men of war bind the earl's hands 
and his brother's with cords ; and prayed the 
chancellor, for God's sake, to let them alone, 
and save their lives for any pleasure that he 
would desire him ; and therefore the chancellor 
boasted the king right sharply, saying, ' That it 
was for no privy hatred that he bare toward the 
Eail of Donglas, and his fovoorers and friend^ 
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that be abould thole the death that day, ac- 
cording to bis deserving, bat bec»aae he was a 
plain enemy to the king's person, and a mani- 
fest traitor to the commonwealth ; and so long 
as they were in hfe, the realm would never be 
at peace and rest; bu^ if they were cut off, 
the conntiy shoald be at greater tranquilhty.' 
Then, from hand, thir gentlemen were hurled 
forth and execute, as said is."— Pitscottib's 
Wttory tf ScotUmd. 



O, in thb deep and lonely glen. 

So lovely in its solitude, 
Ciu thoughts of woe the soul o'erdow. 

Or aught on dreams of peace iatmdef 

O, can the gentle stir of leaves. 
The sleepy note — as of a dream — 

Hiat winds bdow the green-wood boogfa. 
The muimm of the lorely stream f^ 
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Can the^ of grief and sorrow t^U i 
They ca» — and deeds of blood recall j 

For the tree waves o'er black Creichtoo tower, - 
And. the stream mns b; its sileal wall. — 

Its cmel chief has doomed to death 
The youthful Lord of Douglasdalti ; 

And there is not a man in aB the land 
That weeps not when he hears the tale. 

For the Douglas was stalworth aye, and keen> 
And trusty as e'er bore lance in hand ; 

And in bloody fight, with the Wallace wight. 
He had oflen rescued fair Scotlimd. 



HihyGooglc 



EARL DOUGLAS. 



Easl SotiOLAS has feasted bis meriy men all. 
And has bown him to hnnt in the good green • 
woodj 

When s letter fi:8e the king's tun hand 
SajS; he must come to Holyrood. 

Tip then an' spak his aold grey mitherj 

An' aye the teai was in her e*e ; 
" Dear WiUie, gangna to Emhro* the day. 

Gin ye will e'er be comiselled by me. 

TOL, II. H 
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" TheRedDonglas* is sworn to put down the Black: 
— But its aye and alas, gin ye will ride, 

Tak a thousand men weel armed at your back. 
And anither thousand on ilka side." 

But Earl William stampit wi' his foot, 

I wot an angry man was he ; — 
" I wadna gi'e my good king's word 

For a' the men in Christendie ; 
I carena for man but auld CrichtouD, 

An' I dinna value him a Hie : 

" For he kens gin he frowned but whar I stood^ 

Or ttmcfaed a&Mit d' m^ ^ebre^ ■ ■•...-,. 
lliat mjr men itud iGvel his cesUe and toners. 
An' sweep them clean into the sea. 

" Bat tak the t>late-Jafck ftae aff my back. 
It hasna been aff this mony a year ; 

An' tak the b^i^ict &ae faiy heaiil>. .. 
An' bing up, till I come hame; tny Spear ; 

* The Red Douglas, is the house or Aogua; the Blade 
Doi^Us, that <ir IJddeedate. " the last bbtUtl 'tlt6 Earl 
Douglas was at, the Earl of Angus discomfited him ; so 
that it became a proverb, 7^ Red Dougla) put down the 
Slocft."-— HuuE of GoDscaopT, p. SOT. 
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** An' fetch me my hbiSe an' aj hemk &e pjid. 
An' my donblet o' ie& ^ta to nte bring i 

ni let tb^m see ttuLitiy hetirt^s as.atbat. . . 
Beneath a claifH-fanld ai steel harnessing." 

Sae on to Embro' £arl Willnm xb^, 
I trow he looked AiQ gallisrAie ; * • 

And for a* bis iaxk iai gtixa vis^e. 
His smile it iras comely foi to see. 

As he stopped at ai burn to b'fcthe bis faaWk^ 

An eldritdi bade, wi' sabbidg sair^ 
Cried, — " Bafcfcj Lord Douglas, on my lifA, 

Or Hermitagfe walls ye'll de'ef see mail 1 

" For my anld son Sidnrae Rae Embro^rf come 
All' tells ine Crichtoah bwwe load tod Uie^ 

That before the oldni at ten o'bldckt 
The Black I>ouglks oh a scaffold shooM die ; 

And a bull's bead was brought to the castle yestieeu. 
It vatna for naething sae secretlte. 



■ GbUw^U, gallaotl;. 



HihyGoogle 



US 

Bat Earl Dong)as swore b full great oatli. 
That he wadna qtiat that day's jouraeej 

And that Embro' streets wad rio wi' bluid 
Ere he oi oay o' hb kin should die. 

But when to Embro' castle he came, 
The courts they were fu' grim to see ; 

And he liked oa the feast as they sat at dine. 
The tables were served sae ulentlie. 

And full twenty feet fro the table he sprang 
When the grisly ball's head met his e'e; 

But the Crichtoon's a' cam' troopia' in. 
An' he toudna fight an' wadna flie^- 

O, when the news to Hermitage came. 
The Douglasses were brim and wood ; * 

They swore to set Embro' in a bleezej-f" 
An' slocken't j; wi' auld Cricbtoua's blood. 

* Brim and wood, foriotu and matt, 
t Bleat, blaze. 
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ARCHY O' KILSPINDIE. 



" About thb time, the king resolves to be 
siege Tantallon Castle, in Lowthian, some Bix- 
teen miles from Edinburgh; sod for that put" 
pose causes \)riog ordinance, powder, and ballet, 
from Dumbar, which was then kept b; the ser- 
vants of the late govemour the Dokec^ Albanie, 
as a portion of his patrimony. There was in 
Tantallon one Simeon Panangoe, with a com- 
petent number of men, well furnished, and pro- 
vided both of victuals and munition. The Earl 
himself (Angus) remained at Btllie in the Meise, 
within his baronie of Bonkle, not willing to shut 
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himself up within the wals of any strength ; hav- 
ingerer in his mouth this maxime,(which he had 
received from his predecessouis,)3^ftVQi(is bet- 
ter to hear the lark sing than the jnouse cheqi. The 
castle was well defended for certain dayes^ none 
hurt within; many without were wounded with 
shot firom the castle, and some burnt and scald- 
ed with their own powder, which took fire un- 
awaies, and divers killed. The besiegers were 
troublf d w)U^9(it hj the horsemep, who aasaulu 
ed them daily at thei; trenches ; so that seeing 
DO hope of carrying it, th^y taised their siege; 
and retired. In their retrest, theywere sei upuD 
in the re^re by Angus his horsemen, and one Da- 
vid Falconer (a principall ctumonier) slain, with 
some hired muskiteers, and two of the cannons 
cloyed. This the king took so high^, (esteem- 
ing it an affront and acorn put upon him,J tba]; 
he swore openly, that, so long as he lired, the 
Donglasaes should never he received into far 
vour He was then young, and in hb hot blood. 
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and sav not their ^ottb, ta/at least, looke^ 
trp&a it through -the p'rospective of aaaaj^ 
paSaioa; but before hf died/ he savitiqon 
eetledlyand clettrlj, and that their serviced wu 
more steadahle thiui all theirstbat vers iMJV 
about him. Being ccmne to Edinbnrgbi'heaidf 
visethTr^RtwaaoexttohedQQe, I\wasihougfat 
^t to ke^ a ixinipany at G(il^iilghamj which 
neede^ n6t to be 'V^ grestj hut onely to (j4 
the^ ccmstautly,' to preser^'e «id protect th^ 
i:onimon people fretq there iocufuon^ But tii9t 
■ma to bell tliecat;- ft geod de»gne, hut difltcult 
to prosecute. BUUe (where Angus loaiSe his 
reddeOce)is w^thiD-five -miles of Goldiaghanij 
mi dl the 'countrey about did &vourhim y yea^ 
some in that same tonn itself di^ bear him gQo:d 
will. The' task to execute this conclusion was 
laid upon the Eailei Bothwell^ who was t^ 
most powerful man in Lowthian. He refuses it 
absolutelyj aa that -which %' was not able tb 
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perfonn. So is the king driven to think of 
another. The Earle of Anan was the greatest 
in power and friendsliip ; bnt be had slain the . 
Earle of Lennox at Linlithgow, and was in so- 
cietie with the Douglasses. He doabts with 
what zeal or fidelity he would prosecute the 
bnsinesse. Argyle was in great account, for 
warrelike and pohtick wisedomej but he lay 
iarre off, in the north-west parts of the kingdome. 
' There is no remedie, he must be the man ; he 
is made lieutenant, and, (as our writers say,) 
by the Lord Humes assistance, drove Angus 
out of Scotland. But all onr ancient men, who 
lived in those dayes, and were present at those 
doings, and actors in them, say the coatraty, 
that he did no good, but came to Dumbar, and 
some of his companies going before, were set 
upon at the Peeths, and three or four score of 
them slain. Hereupon was made this rhime in 
derision, beginning thus : — 
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" The Earle of Argyle is bound to ride 
From die border of Edge-bnt^D htaj, 

And all his habergeona him beude, 
'Each man upon b sonke of ttraj, 

The; made ^ir tow that th^ would alB;,"&c. 



Neither did die Lord Hume take any particular 
dealing against him; neither did he leave Scot- 
land, being compelled thereto by force, (as our 
traditioners say,) but upon the King of Esg- 
lands desire, who wished him so farre to ob^^ 
and yeeld to his prince. He also caused him 
to render Tantallon up to the king. What 
waciand the King of England had, and what 
promises by word, (for it stood not with his 
honour to give any thing in writ, that his cle^ 
mency might be free and voluntary, and not by 
capitulation,) our history doth rather glance at 
it, than expresse it in these words ; — 2W tkc 
Castle of TarUaUon beiitg rcndred, the king should^ 
wider his hand-writit^, assure them of the rest of 
their petitions. Yet the castle being rendred. 
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the rest were not (for all that) sincerely kept. 
What he speaks of the rendering of the castle, 
our old men (acquainted with these mysteries) 
Bpealc also of the Earles leaving SeoUand ; that 
both were done upon these promises. Tliey tell 
also what the promises vrere ; that they shou]4 
he received ^ain^pardoned > and get their peace, 
Cthe kings hbifour being once thus salved by 
his going out of the copntrey, and rendering of 
the castle,)' within such a ^ace as was agreed on. 
Our histories ako agnifie no lesse bjF the ex- 
ception which it makes in this : The rest (sayes 
he) were not sincerely kept; except that favour 
was granted to Alexander DmtnoDd to re- 
turn, &c. Then his retain haifa been one of 
the conditioqsj seeing it is accepted as one of 
tbem that were performed. Neither hatfa t)ie 
condition been, that he alone shontd return ; 
but that they should b^ brought home all of 
them. He signifies also, that Dnimonds return 
was not permitted out of any respect to the 
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promise, but at the truest of Robert Barttune, 
So that the escepUon is no exception ; and so 
nothing hath been keeped. But the King of 
England (to whom the promise was made) was 
not^t this time dbposed to exact the perform- 
ttnce of it, and to back hb exacting of it with 
40000 men, as princes promises should be urged. 
Men say he had other waik in hand^ and busi- 
nesse of bis own to request for; which was to 
denre his nephew James to be quiet, and not 
to ttonble his kingdome while be made warre 
against the Emperor Charles. Yet afterward, 
pi the year IdSS, he souglit it directly amongst 
the conditions of peace, tha^ the Douglas (ac- 
cording to his promise) should be restored. For 
King Henries own part, he entertaiaed them 
with all kinde of beneficence and honour, and 
made both tb^ Earle uid Sir George of his 
pririe councell. 

, " The king's anger still continued against 
them in such sort, that atoe years after, in 1 637, 
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he was contented that J«ane Douglas, Lad^ 
Glames (who was Angus dster) should be ac- 
cused by false witnesses, condemned, and exe- 
cute. The point of her accusation was, that 
she, and her husband, (Archibald Campbell 
then,) and her sonne, and an old priest, bad 
gone about to make away the king by witch- 
craft. Tlieir servants were tried and racked, 
bnt confessed nothing ; the accuser, John lion, 
(a kinsman of her first husband,) when he saw 
how they were like to be used, and that the 
house of-Glames would be ruined, repenting 
of what he had done, ^confessed to the king 
that he had wronged them; but it did no good. 
She was burnt upon the Castle-hill, with great 
commiseration of the people, in regard of bee 
noble blond, of her husband, being in the prime 
of het years, of a singular beauty, and suffering 
all, though a woman, with a man-Uke courage ; 
all men conceiving, that it was not this fiu:t, 
biit the hatred the king carried to her brothers. 
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that had brought her to thia end. Her hoBhand 
seeking to esc^ over the wall of the caslle, 
fell, and broke hia leg, and so died. Her soone 
was kept in prison, because he was so young 
that the law could not strike against him. Others 
were committed to ward, as Sir George Hume 
of Wedderbume (who was Angus his siatera 
son) to the Black-nesse, for whom his mother. 
Dame Alison Douglas, coming often to entreat 
the king for him, though he always used hec 
courteously, and gave her good countenaace, 
(and that almost onely to her of all their friends,) 
so that his language was by way of excusing, 
without deniall; yet she could obtain nothing 
till a little before his deatJi, ahont the rode of 
Fawla, when hee began to misse their service, 
then he set him at hbertie. His implaCabilitie 
did also appear in bb carriage toward Arch- 
bald of Kilspindie, whom he (when he was a 
childe) loved singularly well for bis abiHtie of 
body, and was wont to call him his Gray SteeS, 
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Arcbbald, bfcidg bfthlshed.ii^ EoglanS^ bould 
not well comjibrt with the bamonr of that na> 
tian, which he thodght to be too ptctudj and 
that they had too high a .bonceit of themselvesi 
joyned with a conteibftt and despisitig of all 
bthers. Wherrfore, being w6aried of that lif^ 
and remembring the kings ftivoar of old tt>* 
ward him, he deterbuned to trit the king's 
inercifulbesse and clemency. So he comes in- 
fo Scotland^ and taking occasioti of thekiD^ 
hunting in the park at Stirlin, he casts biteself 
to be in his way, as he was comiiig hotde U) 
tfie castle. So soon as tbe king saw him hfat 
off, ere he came near, he ghessed it Was he^ 
and said to one of his courtiers, Yonder is mf 
Gray Steell, Arcbbald of Kilspindie, if .he ht 
alive. Tll6 other answered, that it- could ll(Jt 
be he, and that he dursi not cofne into &ik 
kings presence. The king approacHing,.he fell 
Qpon bis knees, and crdved pardon, and pm* 
mised fromi thencefdfwaid to abstaid from all 
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meddling iii publick dfiaira, and to lead a qoiet 
and a private life. The ftiqg fteQt fay without 
giving him any .wuwbr, and trotted, a good 
toudA {iacfe up tbe hill. KiUpiodie fdlloAed^ 
Aad .(Uiofagh .he wore oti.him a Secret, Ar shirt 
of maileyfor hit particular eaemiea) vaa Aa soon 
at'Jthe fidfitl^ gate.asih^ king' Tbeie be sat 
lrioi.doini(upoii a stdne ^Itbout, and entreated 
d>m^ of the ^g9 setirants. for: a cup of dritik, 
b^lD^w^aiie and tlurstie;. but they, fearing the 
kioga Jdis^easilre, diirst give him none, M^hea 
the king. vraS .skt.at bis diuoerj he asted what 
hebad.dc»ie> what be bad eaid; aiid whither he 
was goiie.f..It waa told him he bad desired a 
eii|t of drink, And had gotten none. Tbe king 
reproved tHfem Very sharply for tbeii discourte- 
ue, and told them, that if he bad not taken an 
oath tUat no Dotlglaa sbonld.evei strve bim, be 
would have. received htm into bis service; for 
he had sees him some time a man of great 
abilitie. Then he sent him word to go to Leitb., 
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and expect his farther pleasure. Hien some 
Itinsmen of David Falconer (the cannonier that 
was slain at TantalloD) began to quarrel with 
Archbald about the matter^ wherewith Uie king 
shewed himself not well pleased when he heard 
of it. Then he commanded him to go to France 
for a certain space, till he heard farther from 
him; and so he did, and died shortly after, 
lliis gave occasioa to the King of England 
(Heniy the VIU.) to blame his nephew, alledg- 
ing the old saying. That a Ut^tface ihauld give 
grace. For this Archbald (whatsoever were 
Anguses or Sir Greorge his fault) had not been 
principal actor of any thing, nor no counsel- 
lour, or stirrer up, but onely a follower of his 
friende, and that no ways cruelly disposed." — 
Hume of Godseraft. 

Gray Steel was the name of one of the'he- 
roes in the romance of " Sir Egeir." Doaglas 
of Kilspindie was not the only person who was 
faonoared with the designation. It seems to 
have been anciently a popular epithet j 'for one 
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of the Earlfl of Egliatcmnj a man of grent bo- 
dily strength wai so nicknamed^ ai Craaford 
calli it See his Peerage oj Scotland. 



HihyGoonlc 



ARCHIE O' KILSPINDIE. 



Was worth* the heart that can be glad, 
Wae worth the tear that wiona fa*. 

For justice is fleemyt-f- frae the land. 
An* the faith o' aold times is clean awa. 

Onr nobles thej ha'e sworn anaith. 

An' they gart our young king swear the same. 
That as lang as the crown was on his head, 

He wad apeak to nane o' the Douglas name. 

* Wae worth, woe befall. 
t fleoyt, baaiibed. 
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An wama this a Wearifou* aith ; 

For the crown frae his head had been tiat aa* 
gane,t 
Gin the Douglas' hand hadna held it on. 

Whan anither to help him there was nane. 

An' the king frae that day grew dowie an' wae, X 
for he hked in his heart the Douglas weel; 

For hb foster-brither was Jamie o' Parkhead, 
An' Archj o' Kilspindie was his Gray Steel. 

But Jamie was banisht an' Archy baith. 
An' they lived lang, lang ayont the sea, 

Till a' had forgotten them but the king ; 
An' he whiles awd, wi' a watery e'e, — 

" Gin they think on me as I think on them^ 
I wot their life is bnt dieerie."— 

It chanced he rode wi' hound an' horn 
To hunt the dun and the red deer down^ 

An' wi' him was mony a g^aut earl. 
And laird, and knight, and bold baron. 

• Wearlfou, Bccuned. 

t Unt an' gane, lost and gone. 

t Doak an' wae, melancholy and lorTonrul. 
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Bot oane was wi' him wad ever compaie 

Wi* the Douglas so proud in tower and towD^ 

Tliat were courtliest all in bower and hall, 
Aad the highest ever in Fenown* — 

It was dawn when the hooters Bounded the horn. 

By Stirlin's walb, sae ftur to see ; 
But the son was tar gane down i' the west 

When they hritUed the deer on Torwood-lee. 

And wi' jovial din they tode hame to the town. 
Where Snawdon * tower stands dark an* hie; 

Free least to best they were piyin' the jest. 
An' the laugh was gaun round richt merrily : 

When Murray cried lond, — " Wha's yon I see i 
like a Douglas he looks, btulh dark and grim ; 

And for a' his sad and weary pace. 

Like them he's licht stark *{- o' arm and limh.' 

The king's heart lap,:]: and be shouted wi' gleey— 
" Yon stalworth makedom § I ken richt weel ; 

* Snamdon, sn aiident.iiBiiie of Sdriing. 
f Stark, Strang. t Lap, leapt, 

i SUlnortk makedom, itoat bod j. 
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And Tee wad in pawn* the hawk on my haa^ 
Its Archie Kilspindie, my ain Gray Sted : 

We mana gi'e him grace o* a' his race. 
For Kilspindie was tnutyj ay and leal." 

Bnt Lindsay spak in waefon mood, — 

" Alas ! my liege, that manna be." 
And stout Kilmann cries, — " He that dares. 

Is a timtor to his ain conntr^." 

And Glencairn, that ay was dowre f and stem, 
Says> — " Where's the aith ye sware to me f 

Gin ye speak to a man o' the Donglas clan, 
A grey groat for thy crown and thee." — 

When Kilspindie took baud} o' the king's bridle 
reins. 

He lonted § low down on his knee ; 
Hie king a word he duistna spe^. 

But he looked on him wistfaUle. 



• Wad in paant, set ui pawr ,tnger. 
t Doare, iofleiible. 
t Haud,hold. 
S Louted, stooped. 
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He thocht OD days that lang were gaoe. 

Till his heart was yeamin' and like to brast:* 

Ab he turned him -round, his baron's ^nned ; 
But lindaay y/as diphtin'-(- his e'en fti' l«sL 

When ^le saw their looks, bis proud heart rose. 
An' be tried to speak richt baucbUllie^^ 

" Gae tak my bridle frae that auld man's grip ; 
What sorrow gars him hand it sae sickerlie." 

An' he spuired his horse wi' gallant speed. 
But Archy followed him manf|ilUe, 

And, though cased in steel irae shooldei to heel. 
He was first o' a' his compaaie. 

As they passed, he sat down on a atane in the yett. 
For a' his gray hair there was nae ither biel; J 

The king staid the hindmost o' the train. 
And be aft looked back to his auld Gray Steel. 

Archy wi' grief was quite fordone, ^ 

An' his arm fell weak that was anes like ainij|| 

It, hunt f Dichtin', niping, 

, bield, shelter. $ Fordone, Toid of itrei^di. 
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Ad' he soaght for some cauld water to drinks 
But they durstna for that dowie Glencum. 

Whan this was tald to our gracious king, 
A redwood fnrioos man woxe he ; 

He has ta'en the mazer* cup in his han'> , 
And in flinders ■(- a' he gart it fiee : — 

" Had I kead my Gray Steel wanted a drink. 
He should ba'e had o' the red wine free.' 

An' fii' sad at the table he sat him down. 
An' he spak but ae word at the dine : — 

"01 wish my warst fae were but a king, 
Wi' as cruel counseUouTS as mine.". 

' MoLUr, nupplMTee. t fUnAr^ fngments. 
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AULD WALTER. 



** At this mean time the Earl of Douglas ca»t 
himself for to be stark against the king; and 
Aerefcffe sought and persuaded all men, under 
his opinion and servitude, and in special the 
gentlemeii of Galloway, with Kyle, Carrick, and 
Cnnningham, and all other parts that were near 
a^aceot imto him, desiring them daily to ride 
uid go with hits, as his oWu houshold-meo and 
serrants, and to assist him in all things what- 
somerer he had ado, whether it was right or 
wrong, with the king or against him. But some 
other wise men seeing the danger appearing of 
the Earl of DougWs proceedings contrary the 
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king and bis anthori^, theref(H« woold not a»> 
flist him, DOT take part with bim, nor ride nor 
gang vith bim, nor be his man. Am<Jng the 
rest of thir there was one called Maclellan, who 
was tutor of Bomby for the timej and sister's 
son to Sir Patrick Gray, who was master of 
Gray, and principal servitor to the king, and 
captain of his guard. This Maclellan, for lore 
he hoie to the king's grace, and to the minis* 
tration of justice, would, on no ways, serve and 
ride with the £arl of Donghis, ctHitraiy the 
king and his authority, nor yet to (^press the 
commonwealth of the comitry, but kept him 
quietly within his bounds, doii^ no man wrong. 
The Earl of Douglas seeing this, that this man 
would not serve him as he denred, came hastily 
mito his house with a great number of men, and 
sieged it, and wan it, and took him ont of the 
same, and had him to the castle oi Douglas, 
and cast him there in strait prison. His friends 
seeing this, passed to the cout to Sir Patrick 
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Gray, to show him the manner thereof, how it 
stood with his sister's son. The which when 
Sir Patrick Gray heard the novels, he was he&- 
nly displeased at the matter, and passed hastily 
to the king, and shewed him the manner how 
it stood with his sister's son ; desiring the king's 
grace for to deliver him his sister's son, which 
the Earl of Douglas had in captivi^ and prison 
for the time. The king granted very thank- 
fully the same, and caused'write a sweet letter 
of supplication to the Earl of Douglas, for to 
dehver the tutor of Bomby to the said Sir Pa^ 
trick Gray. - 

" This writing being sabscribed and sjgneted 
with the king's signet^ thereafter deUvered to 
Sir Patrick Gray, to use the same as he thought 
cause; who passed hastily, with the said writing 
and supplication of the king, to the Earl of 
Douglas, who was then in the castle of Dou- 
glas, for the time, sitting at his dinner; and 
hearing told that Sir Patrick Gray, the king^s 
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familiar servant, was lighted at the gate, the 
earl marvelled iciich at the matter, what thai 
should mean, and caused incontjneat draw the 
boardSr and rose and met the said Sir Patrick, 
with great reverence and humility, because he 
was the king's principal captain, and secret ser- 
vant, and familiar to his grace; therefore Uie 
earl received him wilh more thanks: Bat all 
was andeT colour and deceit; for Hie eari had 
no Javour to the king, nor to any of hb ^miliars ; 
yet he enquired at the said Patrick, if he had 
dined ; who answered, he had not. Thai the 
Earl of Douglas said, there was no talk to be 
had betwixt a full man and a fasting; there- 
fore you shall dine, and we shall talk togethoc 
at length. 

" In this mean time Sir Patrick Gray sat 
down to his dinner, and the earl treated him, 
and made him good chear, whereof Sir Patrick 
Gray was well contented, believing all things to 
■nccced well thereafter. But the Earl of Don- 
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glii8> on the other part, took a suspicion and 
conjecture what Sir Patrick Gray's commission 
was, and dreading the desire thereof should be 
for his friend, the tutor of Bomby ; therefore, 
in the mean time, when they were at the dinner, 
talking of merry matters, the earl caused quietly 
take forth the tator of Bomby out of prison, 
and have him to the green, and there struck off 
his head, and took the same away from him, 
and syne oovered a fair cloth on his body, that 
nottiing mig^t be seen of that treasonable act 
that, was done. 

'^ In this mean time, when dinner was done. 
Sir Patrick Gray presented the king's writing 
unto the earl, who reverently received it ; and, 
when he had read it, and considered the effect 
thereof, he gave great thanks to Sir Patrick 
Gray, saying, ' he was beholden to him, that 
bronght so fiunillar a writing from his prince to 
him, considenng how it stood between them at 
Uist time; and as to the desire and supplica- 
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tton, it should be thaalcfolly granted to the 
bing; and the rather for Sir Patrick's sake.' 
And took him by the hand> and led him forth 
to the green, where the geDtlemao was lying 
dead, and shewed him the manner, and said, 
* Sir Patrick, you are come a little too late ; 
but yonder b yoor sister's son lying, but he 
wants the head. Take his body, and do with 
it what you will.' Sir Patrick answered agaiOi 
with a sore heart, and said, ' My lord, if ye 
have taken from him. his head, dispone upon 
the body as ye please.' And with that called 
for his horse, and leaped thereon ; and when 
he was on horseback, he said to the earl on 
this manner, ' My lord, if I live, you shall be 
rewarded for your labours, that you have used 
at this time, according to your demerits.' 

" At this saying, the earl was highly ofeuded, 
and cried for horse. Sir Patrick, seeing the 
earl's fury, spurred his horse; but he was chased 
near to Edinburgh ere they left him ; and bad 
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it not been bis led horse was so tried and good, 
he had been taken. But when thir news came 
to the king, he was heavil; discontented there* 
vitb, both of the slanghter, then of the chasing 
of his servant. To that effect the king called 
his secret council to advise hereiqwn, what was 
best to be done for to danton this wicked man, 
that could no ways be stenched from reif> op- 
pression, and slaughter, both of great men and 
smalt The council advised and concluded, that 
it was beat to flatter him, and to bring him in 
to the council by fair heights and promises; 
and, in the mean time, to punish him accord- 
ing to his demerit. So the king made him to 
forget all faults and enormities done by the Earl 
of Douglas in times bypast, desiring nothing 
of him, but that he would be a good man in 
time coming ; and, for that cause, desiring him 
affectuously to come to the council, making 
him smre, with all promises, that he should be 
Mtfely pudoned. Some say he got the great 
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seal thereunto, ere he wonld grant to come to 

the king. 

" Then the Earl of Doag^ came at the )dog*H 
commaDdment to Sdriing, where he was well 
received and entertained by the king, who there- 
after called him to the snpper, and baoqaetted 
him very royally, thinking, that if it might be 
possible, either with gentleness or good deed, 
to withdraw him from his attempts that he 
purposed to do. At the last, after snpper, the 
king called the Earl of Douglas to a secret 
chamber, and put all men aside, except so many 
as were upon the secret council, and his own 
guard ; and there said to him very meekly and 
gently, as it had been a sober offence that was 
yet committed, ' It is given me to nnderstand, 
my lord,' says the king, ' that there is betwixt 
you and the Earl of Crawford, and some other 
nobles, some band and confederation made. I 
pray you therefore to break such bands, le^nes, 
and societies, that are not wont to be within s 
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realm under one prince, by his aathority uid 
(Mnnmand ; and that ye would be so good as to 
remove all such occasion as may cuise the sub- 
jects of tbis realm to take suspicion of your 
evil mind toward me. As to myself, I know no 
evil, nor believe none of you ; yet it is very nn- 
aeeming to do any such things as ace not con- 
sonant to the laws of this realm, and pleasure 
of the king's lieges : For doubtless it cannot be 
without great slander of the people^ nor yet 
wi&out the princess hatred, to commit such 
things as shall cause tbe people live without 
order, through evil example ; by the whilk the 
realm shall be evil abused by every man, even 
as they were a people without law or justice.' 

" This being said, with many other fdeasant 
words, which are impossible to rehearse, the 
Earl of Douglas, nothing moved with tbe king's 
hnmani^, answered again very pridefuily>. say- 
ing, ' That he could not break the band that 
was made, nor would he discha^ the same for 

TOL. II. E 
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no man's sayings ; and that for the great of- 
fences the king had done to him ;' reproaching 
the king very arrogantly, that be hud reproved 
l)im of all fan offences : Yet, notwithstanding 
of his'proud aiuwer, the king exhorted him to 
do notiiing that was degenerate tram the nobi- 
li^ of his forebeers ; for that was very wicked 
that he had began, and was a sufficient cause 
to ^e fak life, I vids, and goods, and deserriUg 
ferfanltiy, and bis memory to be abolished and 
stramped forth for ever. At the last, the king 
seeing that he (xiold not prevail withfaimessj 
and also dreading, that, throu^ so pride'M 
answers, worse should have followed thereupon 
than Was bruited of before, nnless.hasty remeid 
were found ; and so he took a high anger, sad 
thought to do the thing that was less skaith to 
the commonwealth, than to trouble the whole 
reaUn therewith ; and so he pulled foith a sword, 
and said, ' I see well, my lord, my prayer can- 
not prevail to cause yon de^t from youi wicked 



1^1 



,G(Hinlc 



M7 

sontuel aod ^otetprizes, 1 shall' canse alt ycmr 
widced conspiracies *o cehse.' Thereafter im- 
mediately be strlifck iAni through the body vith 
the sword ; and tii^eafter llie guard, hearmg 
thd tumult within t^e chamber, rushed in, and 
dew 'the earl out of 'hand. This slaughter wtis 
Id theyfear ofGodj one thousand four hundred 
and fiftynwD, the twenti«h day 6f- February i 
vbich is to be iMnented, that a priace ahobld 
be BO tempted bybia own subjects, ^er so ma- 
ny godly and wise exhortations. 

" At this Uine there wns, in 'the town of Stir- 
liitg>matiy of the E^ of Dowlas's friends, wHh 
bis brother James, the Earl of Murray, the Earl 
of Ormond, the Lord Balveny, the Knight of 
Cadyow, James Hamilton, a man of great esti- 
mation among the nobles of the realm, with 
many other great gentlemen, very potent both 
of riches and friends. Thir gentlemen, how 
soon word came to them, that the earl was 
slain, they remained there that nightj and upon 
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the morn, they pot James Donglas in his bro- 
die^a placcj as was ord ained by the earl before ; 
who made a long harangue and exhortation to 
bis friends to siege the castle, and to revenge 
the unworthy slaughter of his brother with the 
king's life. But v^ea they saw it was impossi- 
ble to do, seeing they bad no mnoitioa fitting 
for this effect, the castle being so strong, tbey 
gave the king very contumelious words, saying, 
' That they should never obey, nor know him 
again as a king oi prince, but should be re- 
venged upon him and his cruel tyranny, or ever 
they ceased." — LiMosATof Pitscottib's Hit- 
tmy tf Scotland. 
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" Oi many s san," said aa aald grey carle^ * 
" Has in my day risen an' gane down. 

Bat a redder, I tiow, I never sav. 
Than tlie ane that's settin' abint f the town. 

" An' the wesdin' sky, sae braid an' wide. 
It acauds like a fire-flanght j; my atild e'e ; 

An' Stirling lowers I hardly ken, 
They look like some wark o' glamoury, | 



* Carle, churl, man. f AMnt, behiod. 

t Scaud* liAe aJire-fiaugM, scorches like lightning. 
J OloBHnay, mapod detiuioD. 
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" There was just sic anither gaed down i' the wett^ 
Aa' the sky was covered wi' that same stain. 

An' Hermitage was as eerie * to see, 
The night that Lord William at Embio' was slain. 

" Fra auld, its true, — an' when Fm wae, 
I'm ay mair frichted -f- than need may he ; 

But I wish my young lord was in his ain ha'. 
An' me there to serve him on my knee." 

" DeedJ father, ye needna he sad nor wae. 
For Lord Douglas ye ha'e richt little to fear; 

For the strength o' a' the Eloper side 
Marched in tfae day heufath hisspev. 

* Ye saw how their steeds th^y hrankil^gly ^ r^de. 
And in mid-way speed how they made them turn; 

A gallant^r sight i|ae man might see. 
As we came iii hy Baanockhurn. 

" By the foremost man 9' every clan 
His chieftain's crest was born on hie ; 

But the Douglas Heart was ay in the vap^ 
Aqd was oarriedrfu' gallaatlie. 

* Eerie, fearfuL f JWcJltei^ afraid. 

I Dted, indeed. § Brankiiigfy, proodlj. 
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" A' Ettrick forest rang wl* the dk 

As oa Gateswood hatigb'* our ateeds did ^nun ; 
Nae sic weapon schaw saw the trysting tree. 

Since Loid James rode out to Otterbom." — 

" O its no their open dealings X feai ; 

A'^Scotlaod could ne'er put the Douglasses down : 
Had our lord in his hand but a burly brand, -(■ 

He could redd % the half o' Stirliag town." — 

" Then what need ye fear gin its no open w«r, § 
For I left them a' merrily drinking the wine } 

An' atween the king an' Douglas in fere|| 
There was birled many a gay prc^ine. ** 

" And lordings all, who aat in hall. 

Staunched feuds an' broils ay frae this day ; 

The king's last word, as I served at board. 
Was, — Her^$ to the Ltufy of GaUowi^" 

* Hough, Ion lying grouDd beud« a streani. 
t Barly brand, gtroDg sword. 

I Bedd, rid, clear. 
§ Weir, war. 

II Injire, together, 

** t. 6 Mmn; dnltengea to drink po^ 1)etweea Hum. 
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They ceased, and anld Walter breathed a praya. 
And sained * him wi' the holy rood,-t- 

As he looked up to the tower on hie. 

Where Earl Bouglaa lay with his yeomea good. 

An' for a' his son could Say or do. 

At rest auld Walter wadna be ; 
An' his heart misgied j: him at every sound. 

An' he shook when the leaf fell aff the tree. 

But baith, I trow, stood like the stane. 
When an unco^ murmur cam down the dale. 

And a voice outowre || the battlement cried>'— 
" To horse, to horse, for Iiiddesdale !" 

An* lichts were waverin' on the wa , 
An' shrieks r^se loud, and again were stilt; 

When strait they saw Lord Douglases page 
Come linin' down the side o' the hill. 

" And O flie, auld Walter !" lood he cried ; 
" O haste, to some place o' shelter rin ! 

sed, t Ro«d, CTDtf. 

igaTe. ^ Onw, udcouIIi, Itnoge. 
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For treachery has drowned that castle in blood. 
And our lord is murdered an' a' his kin ; 

And we'll soon be sleepia' wV tlie lave,* 
Gin we dinna to a refuge win." — 

"01 downa gae," + atad anld Walter ; 

" I had liefer j: sleep wi' my lord tha^s slain ; 
Wi' eild an' care I can do nae mair, 

An' I care for naething since he is gane. 

" But gin I could do as I ha'e done, 
I wad wreak the death o' my dear lord; 

But, alas! I maun lie in a fremmit^ grave. 
And my son for me maun wield my sword. 

" Now lay me straight, wi' my feet at the stream. 

An' my head on that stane wi' lichen gray. 
An' I'll try to think I'm at Ettrick bum, 
Wi' my head restia' on Ettrick brae." 

* 3S« faoe, the rest. 

t DoBina gae, Bm not M.0 to go, 

X Li^er, TBther. 

f linammt, stnnge. 
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NOTES 



AULD WALTER. 



But the Dwglat Heart.— P. iljO.v. 5. 
Slog TUibert the Bruce, sfaortljr before his dissolution) en^ 
joined Lord Douglas, usuall; called the good Sir James, the 
Aithfol coiupaaion of Ms fortunes, to cany his heart after 
his death into the Holj I^od, and to burj it near the Holj 
Grave. Henc« a heart became the crest of the family <^ 
Douglas. 

Nae tk ireapon tchaw, &c. — P. 151. v. 1. 

It was the custom with great barons to hold th«r weapon 

ihaws, or musters^ nnder some well known tree, called the 

tiystiag-tree, becaase trjrsts or appointments were held there. 

In a lytell Getle, Robin Hood eiclunu, 

« And welcome be thoB. gentill kajghtc. 
Under mj trjitell tree." 
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Ae word ficqueiitljoocnc^ in otba sh^o, in 
dni outlaw. 



B«rc'( to Ike Lady of GoOomv^F. 151. r. 4. 
BeUrii Douglas, wife of Lonl Dooglai : berore her nai^ 
nage ibe was called the Fur Uaideo of Gallow^. 
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WEE WEE MAN. 



Tais ungdai: fragment is printed here, that 
the reader may have an opportunity of com- 
paring it with the following poem. It was fint 
published in Herd's Collection, and seems to 
have been taken from the recitation of tome 
ooe, who fortunately gave it as it had come 
down to him, without attempting to alter what 
he did not understuid. In stanza 2. ihathmont 
has been explained a measure of six iuches in 
length, or the fist with the thumb turned up ; 
and varioos etymolof^ea have be«i proposed. 
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It appears to me to be a relick of the Celtic 
language in the Lowlandsj and still to exist^ 
in a varied form, in one of its dialects; the 
Bretonne, scalf, at least, is thas explained by 
Pelletier: — " Separation de tout ce qui se di- 
Tise en fonne de fonrche. Scalf au dom, se- 
paration du pouce d'avec lee autres doigts, mot k 
mot, separation de la main." It is in vain to 
guess at the meaning of thimber, in the same 
stanza; but I believe that thick shonld be ^ight, 
1. e. well-comp&cted ; an old word. See Colb's 
DicHonary. 

It ia proper to add, that the air to which die 
flragmebt is sang is very beantiful, and still 
pc^ular. If this (and I seti no reason foir doubt) 
he contempilrary with die original poem, it is 
^rh&ps the most ancient of our legeaiaif 
taaen. 
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WEE WEE MAN. 



As I was walking all alane 

Between a water and a wa'^ 
And there I spyed a wee wee * man. 

And he was the least that e'er I saw. 

His legs were scarce a shathmont's length. 
And thick mid thimbei was his thigh; 

Between bis brows there was a span. 
And between his shoulders there was three; 

^/' ■ 

• ITee Bve, TCr; littlci 
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He took up a meikle stane^ 

And he Bang't as far as I coald see ; 

Though I had been a- Wallace wight, 
I coudna liften't to my knee. 

" O, wee wee man, bnt thou he strong ! 

O tell me where thy dwelling be ?" 
" My dwelling's down by yon bonny bower> 

O will yoa go with me and see f 

On we lap,* and awa* we radeif 
Till we came to yon bonny green ; 

We lighted down to bate our horse. 
And out there came a lady fine. 

Fonr-and-twenty at her back. 

And they were a' clad out in green ; 

Though the king of Scotland bad been there. 
The warst \ o' them might hae been hia queen. 

On we lap, and awa' we rade, 

T3i we came to yon bonny he'. 
Where the roof was o' the beaten gonld, 
. And the floor was o' the crystal a'. 

* Lap, leapt. f Hade, rode. 

t Want, meanest 
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When we came to the stair foot, 

I^ies were dancing jimp§ aad sma'i 

Bat in the twinkling of an ee, 
My wee wee man was clean 8W«. 



* Xngffdmier. 
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ALS Y yOD ON AY MOUNDAY. 



The reader is here presented with a very ca- 
rious and ancient poem, copied from the Cotton 
MSS. in the British Museum • (JuUm A. V. £).) 
It is thus entered in the catalogue, " Verses in 
old English, seemingly a prophecy of some 
battle between the English and Scote ." 

It seems, at one time, to have been intended 
tbi publication by the late Mr Ritson ; but the 
editor has been nnable to discover that he ao 



"The «diu>r, howerer, had been prrriouslj fanuibed with 
a tmuscript bj Ut Scott. 
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tually prepared it for the press. " There is one 
long," BBys he, " or rather the fragment of oa^ 
which Beems to merit particular attention, from 
a Bingular evidence of its origin and antiqni^: 
it b inserted in the present collection, nnder the 
title of The wee wee Man, and begins, — 

" As I WW walking all alone." 

The original of this song is extant in a Scottish 
or Northumbrian poem, of ^ward the First or 
Second's time, preserved in the British Muse- 
um, and intended to be one day given to the 
public. The two pieces will be found to afford 
a curious proof, how poetry is preserved for a 
succession of ages by mere tradition ; for though 
the imagery, or description, is nearly the same, 
the words ^e altogether different ; nor, had the 
CaMerbwy Talet of Chaucer been preserved to 
-eseat time, in the same manner, would 
tiave remained one single word which had 
Trom the pen of that venerable bard ; tbey 
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vonld have been as completely, though not qoite 
so elegantly, modernized aa they are by Diyden 
and Pope: and yet it is pretended, that the 
Poems of Ossian have been preserved Immacn— 
late for more than a thousand years." — Histo- 
rieol Eumf on Scottiih Song, p. Ixxxii. 

Although there is, no donb^ much truth in 
these ohaervationB, yet I camiot help observing 
that the original of The wee wee Man, in com- 
parison of historical poems, was particnlarly 
liable to corruption; because its only interest 
arose irom its wild character, which is fiuthfiilly 
preserved in the fri^ment. The Northumbrian 
poet laboured the detailed description of the 
rapematural appearance of his prophe^ to give 
more weight to his jJrophecy. The only object 
of the Scotch reciter was firom its wildness. 

There are other circumstances, too, which 
ought to be weighed, before' we admit the cor- 
ruptions which this poem has undergone, in the 
course of tradition, to be a criterion of the 



HihyGoogle 



166 

ehftoges which were likely to ^ect the legen* 
daiy strains of the Highland aenachies. It wai 
not stamped with the nuqe of a great national 
j>oet, and therefore sacred to the reciter; it 
was not a popular poem on a favourite hero; 
it was not a narrative song, full of heroic events; 
it was not a itational poem; and therefore it 
was not guarded from change by noroerous 
traditionary comments; nor did lite same spw 
lit, that suggested the sentiments to the poet, 
exist in the breasts of his hearers; to give them 
a warm reception, and to keep them there. A 
more accurate view of the iterations of tradi- 
tion might perhaps be procured from comparing 
two copies of a popular poem from different 
parts of the country; onlyl'ecollecting, that, if 
they diflfer totally, there may have been two 
poems on the subject ori^nally ; and even this 
would not give a fair view of tradition, such as 
it was in a ruder age : for many of tiie causes 
I have m«tti(Hied have eithet.ceased to ^ust. 
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or have operated very feebly for some time in 
the Lowlands, so that the Lowland tradidotu 
offer no sort of image of what the Highlaad 
traditions were fifty years ago. I do not de- 
fend M'Pherson's Oasian, but I think the evi- 
dence altogether extremely defective on both 
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Al8 Y yod on ay Moooday 

Bytwene Wyltinden and Wall, 
The ane after brade way. 

Ay lite) maa Y mette with aQe, 
The leste yat ever Y sathe to say^ 

Oidier in bowr^ oither in halle; 
His robe was noither grene na gray, 

Bot alle y t was of ricbe palle. 
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On me he cald> and bad me bide ; 

Wei stiUe. Y stode ay litil Hpace : 
Fra Lancbestre the parke syde 

Yeen be come wel fair his p&Be* 
He hailsed me with mikel pride ; 

Ic haved wel myke] feriy wat he was ; 
I saide, — " Wel mote the betyde, ' 

That litel man with large face." 

UI. 

I beheld that litel man 

Bi the fltrete als we gon gae. 
His herd was syde ay large spanj 

And glided ak the fether of pae } 
His heved was wyte als ony swan. 

His hegehen was gret and grai als so; 
Brnes lange, wel I the can, 

Merk it to fize inches and mae \ 
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Artnes scort, for sothe I tuye. 

Ay span seemed tbaem to bee; 
H&ades brade vytoaten nay. 

And fingeres lange he scheued me. 
Ay Btaae he tok op thar it lay, 

And castit forth that I moth see ; 
Ay merk-soot of large way 

Bifore me Btrides be castit three. 

V. 

Wei stiUe I stod alg did the stane> 

To loke him on tbouth me nouth kng; 
His robe was aile gold begane, 

Wei cntstlike maked I undentande; 
Botones asvrd everlk ane, 

Fra his elbouthe ontil his bande ; 
Clidelik man was he nane. 

That in myn hert icb oodentande. 



^"^^ 
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Til him I sayde fill sone on ane^ 

For forthinnar I wald him fraine : 
" Glalli wild I wit thi name. 

And I wist wat me mouthe gaine; 
ThoQ ert so litel of fleshe and bane. 

And so mikel of mith and mayne. 
War Tones thon, litel man, at hame^ 

Wit of thee I wald fill faine ?" 

vn. 

" Thoth I be litel and lith. 

Am Y noth wyt onten wane, 
Ferli frained thou wat hi hith. 

That thon salt noth with my name; 
My wonige Btede ful wel es dygh, 

Non sone thou 8alt,Be at hame." 
Til him I aayde, " For Godes mith. 

Let me forth myn erand gane." 
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"The thar nolb of thio eraod lette, 

Thouth tboa come ay Btonde wit mey 
For ther salt thon noth bi sette 

Bi miles twa noyther bt tbree." 
Na Imger dnrst I for bim lettc. 

But forth Y funded wyt tbat free, 
Stintid ra brok no beck, 

Ferlich me thouth bu so mouth hee, 

IX. 

He vent forth, als Y you say^ 

la at ay yate Y vnderstandey 
Id til ay yate wvnd outen nay, 

It to se south me nouth lang. 
The bankers on the binkes lay. 

And &ir lordes sett Y fonde ; 
In ilka ay hira Y herd ay lay. 

And leuedys soth meloude sange^ 



ir\ 
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Xjthe bothe zonge and aide. 

Of ay worde Y will you saye. 
Ay litel tale that we was tald 

Erli oa ay WedeDesdaye : 
A mody bam that was fbl bald. 

My frend that Y framed aye, 
Al my geBing he me tald. 

And galid me als we went hi waye. 

XI. 

" Miri man, that es so wyth. 

Ofay thing gif me answere; 
For him that mensked man wyt mitfa, 

Wat sal worth of this were i 
And eke our folke hon sal thai fare. 

That at ere bi northern nou ; 
Sal thai haue any contre thare. 

Other wether haade stil have the proaf 
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" Ay toupe," he sayde, " es redy thaie^ 

Agayn him yitt es Dane that don. 
On yoa dealf Humbre es ay bare^ 

Be he sped sal sides son. 
Bi he haue sped a]s sal thai sped^ 

And redi gates on to fare. 
And man be mensked for his mede. 

And staUe etat for erer mare. 

XIII. 

* And sethen thou fraines Y wiUe the say. 

And sette thi slate in stabilite; 
By mittereth als thou may. 

For ay skill Y tell it the ; 
And warn em wei wyt outen nay, 

A tyme bifore the Trinite, 
Thare sal deye on ay day 

A folke on feld ful fa sal flee. 
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** Wa BO flees sal duelle in care> 

For thare may na man time tyie ; 
A toupe sal stande agayne a baie. 

He is fill bald him dar habide." 
" Miri man, Y pnu thee, gif ihoa may, 

Yif that thi wille ware^ 
Bathe thair names thou me saye, 

Wat hate the tonpe, and wat the bare ?" 

XV. 

An he sayde onten nay> — 

" Hate the tane, trow thoa my lare, 
Ai thou may that oUier »ay 

That sal be falden wyt that fare; 
The wiser es Y noth of that" 

" Miri man, wat may ythis be V 
" Now have Y sayde the wat thay hat." 

" Father, witea thou noth for me V 
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XVI. 

** So Isnge lebard loues the layke, 

Wat he OD sped your sped ye spill^ 
And latees the lion haoe hia raibe. 

Wit werke in werdlals he wille. 
The bare is boDden hard in baite. 

Wit foles that wil folies filler 
The toupe in toune your werkes wayte^ 

To bald his folke he bides stille. 

XVII. 

" Bide wa bide he sal babide^ 

Thar foles for thair false fiire, _ 
Fa fra feld yeen sal lyde 

The land sal leue wit the bar." 
" Fortbermar Y wille the frein^ 

Mi frend, yif that thi will ware ; 
Sal Y telle it forrii or layn. 

Or thon sal telle me any mare,*' 
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" By mith reeth als Y the sajD, 

Als sal thou redi findit thare. 
And fel be of thi titbinges fain. 

Wen liuea liggen on holtea harej 
Bot cute sal ride a chiuaache. 

Wit febel fare on ay nith ; 
So fabe sal lliaire waytes be. 

That deye sal many a dougty knytfa* 

XIX. 

*' KnitJi and scoyer batbe sal deye^ 

That other moren biyond ma, 
Thouche thay be nener so sleech, 

W;t schrogen snel fra lives ga. 
The bare es bone to tyne the -tonre, 

Bot bald sal be of bataile swa j 
Wa bides him on hard and herch. 

That day sal deye and duelle in wa* 
VOL. n. BI 
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XX- 

" Wyt folei sd the foM be teest ; 

A people Uest fol negh bi nde 
Sal come oat of the souther wes^ 

Wyt rdcen routes fill on ride : 
Thare sal the foles dreeg is paiue, 

And folie for his fake fare. 
Lie opon the feld slayne. 

And lose his line foi evermaie. 

XXL 

" And wyt sal wine the land agayn, 

A day fra Clide onto Claie^ 
And & be of their frendes iaia. 

And toures stand als thai did are ; 
And simple men that wil haue dede 

Thair sal thai ful ledi finde, . 
Hiat mester affe to nynne theem mede> 

Foe faute >al noth stande bi hiode. 
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xxn. 

" The bare es brouth out of bis dcDDe, 

The lepatd haldea hym so lange. 
That we wate oeuer swa ne swenne, 

Na wilk of them sal weld tbe laod. 
Amange ay hoadre no fynd Y teane 

That thai ne fald sis a wande. 
By resoQ may thou knaw and keone. 

That be fill fele has wrotb alle wiangi 

XXIII. 

" Wrangwis werkes sul men se 

Be flemed for tbiur faJs wylles. 
And sder tbem sal wip ay be. 

And outemout of all thair wyles.* 
" Miri man, Ybeseke tbe,yif tbatthi wille waie^ 

Of a tything telle me mare, 
Hou hendes alle ys folke to yeref 

Snilk qoalme no saith Y aeuei are. 
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" So comdi so men deycn here 

Pouer ns ricbe es nane to apaie." 
" lA\h" he sayd, " Y sal the lere. 

Have thoa no ferly of that fare : 
For tnenti Boozand mot thou laj. 

That deyed to ther day on this half Twede^ 
Sal fall by you on ay day, 

So iiues lith sal aUe that lede. 



XXV. 
" In my sathe, south Y say, 

Herkens alle of a tyme^ 
That sal be af^ neue yers day, 

Lat clerkes ae the neexte prime ; 
The tenne es werde, soeth to say, 
. And twoloees comen after nigne. 
To led him forth a lange waye. 

His wonyng stede es on yond alf l^e. 
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" On soDtbalf Tyne aal he woiie> 

Wyt you wel it sal be swa, 
Fra suth sal blessed bretbet comen. 

And dele the Iande>eaen in twa. 
Wen domes es do and on his dede 

Sal na mercy be bisyde, 
Na na man haue mercy for na mede^ 

Na in hope thaii heuedes hide> 

xxvn. 

" Bot sottid sal be man! of stede^ 

For res that thiu sal after ride. 
And seen sal beaute falsed lede 

In rapes sone after that tide. 
Fra twa to three the lande es hest, 

Bot nameli sal ic ftir the twa. 
The lion that is al fare to fexit 

llie hmde til the hare sat ga." 
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" Wet gaUi wald Y nndentaDde 
To telle them hoa so mozist be, 

Welke of theem aald weld tbe landj 
For wele thoa spake of the three." 

XXIX. 

** A. T, beside an L. Y fonde, 

Chese the selueii sege and see, 
Aq cd tbe thred, 

Wyt hope and h&nde the baillifs be ; 
Bot nou of tbeem bat loues the lede. 

That es so bald that dai habide. 
That theem ne sal reu, yif Y can rede. 

On ay Friday on est half Glide : 

XXX. 

** For wel thai wen hour lande to wimie. 
To fele that may finde bi foriuj 
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Thu nl ble blentced ar thai bfiniKj 
lliair fc4is that banes ben f<»therm. 

Many be dampoed to ^i^e thai ioDe, 
That riden hecfa vyt hood aod hoiui. 

Wen yoag eal falle foi aid ^noe. 
And lose the Jyf and be forthaw. 

xxxx. 

"^Wrange verkes wiU away. 

It sal be als God banes aette. 
Of ibaii bigitming can Y say: 

XXXII. 

** Sal na frend c^ othei rette. 
Doughty sal daye on the feld> 

To wyt theem be neuer so wa. 
And falsed under halles held 

In frith sul meo the foles ta. 
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" Leaate.meo haaes ben fbl uAA, 

It tall be sett wyt merthes ma,^ 
And marchoQt faaue the werld to weld^ 

And capman wyt thair packes ga ; 
And than sal reson raike and ride. 

And wiadome be vare es best, 
And beaate sal gar leal habide. 

And lithen sal hosbondmen af rest," 
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ALS Y YOD ON AY MOUNDAY. 



AJ, aft, have. 

Agmpte, against.' 

Al,aH€,ai\. 

Aid, aide, old; the word i« ttill common in the npttberD 
couDties of &igland. 

AU, contracted for all as ; at, alio ; in which last sense it ii 
used by Chaucer. 

Amange, amon^ 

An, and. 

And, if, Sax.; these two irordi are common to the ancient 
writers of both nations, aod are still retnined b; the vul- 
gar in Scotland. 

Aae, one ; ' the one after bnule waje,' the one neit to the 
broad nay. ' Tit him I gajde ful sooe on ane ;* from tbt 
union of these is formed ation, immediately. 
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At, «re, before ; ar, alio mre. ' That are was blilh,' Ik Mi- 

iMt, that wat Joyful berore. 
jfmn^ aaured, blue. St V. 



Baitlift, tbii was at one time an crfScer of great digoitj t 

' Sum baUii he raide. 

And Mme he yof londei bradc' 

Hon Ckildt. See alio Htnans. 

Baile, strife ; Minsbew'i DiciUmaty. Thus, in the iS/iiyr 

of Loaie Degree: ' No bate on hjni'loke thoo begyn,' aea 

that jou begin no strife nitb him. Mr Ritaon omits the 

word in his Glossary. 
Bald, bold, also to protect St. XVI. 
Bane, bone. 
Bankeri, cushioiM ; banken browdtdf embroidered cujfaiODi, 

Cotes. 
Bar, tare, Iwar. 
Bar», originally child, Sai.; in an extended sense, person. 

' A mody ban^' a courageous man ; it is even applied to 

knights. 
Bataile, battle. 
Batke, both. 
Btautt, lair. Thus in Piers Phaiman : ' He doth well with- 

ottte doiite, that doth k beuli tecbetfa,' Patau, lu. 
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S<ek, a tmall runniag water that iBsueth from some boumi 
or awU-ipring. Ventegan, Camden, 'in his lUUgua, 
explain* bee, back, and beak, a river. ' Stinted u» brok 
no beck,' St. VIII. neither brook nor rirer stopped m. 
b i» uilL met nith ia the topographical language of Ei^ 
lend, particular]; in the north, a» troutbeck, htl&eck, 
&c 

Berde,beBxd. 

BeiekCf beseech, 

Bi, be, also by. 

Bide, ainde. 

Bigane; Coles . explains iegim, decked; 

' Aeic cniht hafdi pal on, 
Aod mid golds bigan ;' 

Each knight had a pall on, (i. e, a mantle, or pall, simply,) 
and bordered with gold. Ellis. See also K. de la Ros^ 
1.945. 

Binkt, benches, Sax, He seat around the fire (which is 
nsnally in the middle of the hoose) in the cottages of the 
Scotti^ peasantry, is sbll called the bink. The writer of 
the statistical account of Lanark observes, that seats of 
torf, &C. at the doors of country hous^ ore called bwka, 
and derives the term from the Gaelic. 

Bitide, betide. 

Biyojid, beyond ; ' triyoad ma,' bewdet more. 

BUttked, injured. Milk is awd to be blenked when it is 
taming sour. 

Bone, ready, also gone, Sax, 

Bot, but, also witbouc 
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Bolona, bottong, 

Bonden, bound, 

Brade, broad. Li Hardiknute, Vol. I. p. 38. insert the hi- 
lowiog eiplanation of broad arroai, from AschMn'i Zbxo- 
fhihi : " The one (arrow) he cslleth iymns, dexribii^a 
it thus; having two pdntes, orbarbes, lokinge backeward 
to ihe stele «od the feathers, irbich surelje we call, in 
Englishe, a broade amtwe head, or a swalowe tajle." 

^rtlher, brechrsD. 

Brok, brook, streamlet. 

Brouth, brought. 

Bmti, brows. This plural is now out of us^ bat we Still . 
say, the space between the brows. 

Bytattn, between. 



C. 

Can, know; ' wel I the can,' I know it well. Still.; or it 
mBj be a corruplion of mel ^thecan, very smooth. Sai. 

Cattid, casL 

Copnuin, a pedlar. 'This is the earliest instance I have met 
in which capman does not mean -a merchant; in which 
sense il was used down to the time of ^akespeare. It 
is also used for a merchant in Anecdota of Olave the 



't. an expedition. Thq word is ased by Chancer 
togue to die Canterbury Talei- Thusi in Scoteb, , 
)d foriD 
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Ckriet, properly ecclesiastics, afterwards learned men. 

Clidehk, St V. * CUdtUk men wm be nane,' is perh^s, he 
was not clad like men, in the usual fasbioo of men. In 
the romance of T-ibeimt Diiconu*, clodeda is used for 
clothed, or clad. Ventegan, io hia little Gbssarj, inter- 
prets eltheoduo-iMtn, an outlandiEh man, which maj bo 
the reading here. 

Cornell, beautiful, gallaot 

Comen, come. 

Cmtre, assistance. SeeColgraTe's DUlionary of old Freneh. 

Cnutlike, St. V. ' Wei cnulKke make,' made With many 
plaits ; fmm Teut. kroetett. 



Dampntd, injured. 

J)ar, dare. 

Daye, day, also die. 

2>edE, deed, also trespass. 

IHle, deal. 

Daaiie, a den, 

Deye, d^m, die. 

Do, done. Do is nsed as a preterite also by Chaucer, and 

in fUtson's Romances. See fflossary. 
JXxna, judgment; sentence pronounced fay the dooniifflan or 

jndge. ' The doomtmen he makes so blind,' Occleve, Nar- 

ratio de Domino Denario, 
Don, St. XII. perhaps a comtpdoo of (to, or dowen, are 

•ble. 
Dougty, iaighty, valiant. 
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Drteg, St XX. ' Tbtre n1 the fotttdrteg U ptine,' tber« 
shaU dw giulty nifier pnnirfinient; ifrvig, Sax. endure; 
the foimof drifl iinwre coinmon; it thdr, an inaccaTata 
cxprewion, bat naed neverlhelew indifierentl; for hit, it$, 
&C. "Tbere hU land (m with ii peer,' XontJo^Coft^M.' 

i)iu^dweU. 



Edygh, for ydigk or ydight, prepared, ready, llmi, i 
Fauine and Govm : * Forth tofer aoue itm I ^ght! 

EOmith, elbow. 

JSi^are. 

EtU, ear) j: 

£i,»; Freqiieiitl7usod(braTtoram. SeeStXV. 

£i(, ar^ also east; Melf, east half, tbe half on the eu 



L glad. Faa«% uMd with this meaning 1^ 
Li St. XXL honerer, fa wgnifiet naay. it, 

' Fold rIs a wand,' bend like a wand. 

llDOd. 

, the Bfma/artf fid(^ seems to be derived firom 



hvGooj^lc 



191 

Fatitr, fortiier. 

Fault, fault 

Febel, feeble ; 'febel &r^' aonj i^eer. 

Felf/eU, man;. 

feli^ field. 

Per^, woDdeT ; ferlieh, wonderful. 

Jifie, ' folies ^(fc/ (ill up the meature of folly. 

Find, to go, ta attempt; tuaafond or found, 

Ftemed, daoDted, Coles, rather bauiahed; \o Jitmt, toba- 

niah. 
Flemer, a banidier. 
ikne, flesh. 
FM, earth, land, Sai. Tsaa, in £o tona Fkrenee tfRome: 

' That frescbe are (waters) npon folde^ that are cool, of 

fredi, on earth, 
Fonde, found. 

Fortker, farther; ^rtAermnr, farthermore, 
Fortkering, quaa, farthering, awtting. 
Forthorm, St. XXX. should perhaps be^bn's, forloni, an 

error of the transcriber. 
Fra, from, 
Vraint, to question. ' Fwli fruned thou wat hi hith,' thou 

didst question me in a ^traoge manner what I high^ what 

mj nnme wat. 
Free, ncAle ; in Sl VIII. it is nsed suhatantlTclj, 
Friih, a word of dubious meaniog, sometimes applied to v 

wood, and at other times to a lawn surrounded with wood. 

It is commonly found united to such words u fores^ field, 

fcn, &c. in which case the compound terra is meant to ei- 

presa the coontry in general. 



J. 
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Fknded, went ; fnxn the verb to found. ' Wid) 017 torn 
Jiauie,' Taaim and Oamn, gft with mj companions, Mr 



Go, goes. 

Oae, gon gae, gan go, went. ' And to ber chamber gonn* 

ti^ gfi! Morle Arthur. 
Oaine, suGce, get by iL ' To giyne befn,' to itmI tbem, is 

(ued b the Tomance of Richard Caur de XioR. 
OalUd, made me metry ; from gale, to ling or lai^t>, Te< 

Qalli, St XXVni. perhaps an error of the trmiscriber for 

gklli, gladlj, as ID SL VL 
Qatet, wBjB. 
Geang, guessii^. 
Gj^if. 
Glided, shone. ' GUdcd nU the fetber of pae,' shoDC lik« 

the feather of a peacock. 
Grai, grej. 
Gret, great. 



Salted, embracedi from Jtal^ Sc the throat; threw tb» 
arms couad the neck. 



r 
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Saldtt, holdt, detaini. 

SaUtt, holes, liiding places. ■ Under kalkt held,' conceal 
in bidii^ places. ' Halet in the h^l/ Biuim's Romances, 
OloEsary, holes in tlie hell ; Held is from hylt, to covert 
Sax. ' Iheied with purpur lys,' Rom. of Launfal, covered 
with pnrple, purple colour (lya). From this word is de- 
rived hyllynga, in the Sqvyr of Low Degree. In WicL- 
liffe's Wicket, Oxon. 1613, kyllmg is used for apparel. 

Heme, home. 

Hands, hand, essistaDce, action. Hence, ' to bear a hand,* 
to lend assistance. 

Hare, ' holtis hare.' The precise import of this phrase has 
been much disputed. Holt signifies indiBerenttj, ei- 
ther a hill or n wood, as innuinerahic passages mij[ht be 
cited to prove ; but that hare is the sane word with 
ioar, and denotes the bleak or withered appearance of 
these, is nut quite so clear. I should rather be inclined 
to derive it from Isl. har, altui, A high rock in some of 
the northern counties of Scotland, where the dialect is 
strongl; tinctured with Danish, is etill called Hair Craig. 
Tubercilte, in his Songs and Sonnets, 1567, has in a man- 
ner translated the word : 

' Ye that fiequent the hjlles, 
AmUigheKboltesofBll.' 

Pennycuik held certaiu lands by a strange tenure. He ' 
wai obliged to mount a large stone or rock, and salute 
the king with three blasts of a horn whenever he passed 
that way : this rock or eminence was called Hare Stane. 
Maidand's Hitlory of Eiinburgh, p. 506. 
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S^rd ind henh, St. XIX. 

Sgf.lhaL 

Safe, highc, is called ; U Uth, X am called. 

Bavede, had; Aow^ have. 

Bttk, high. 

SwgA(n,ejeB. 

fiiert^ hean). 

Eerkent, heaAm, 

Serf, heart 

JJnn^head. 

Hi,l. 

Birtt, a conwr. ' In ilk ay Aim,* in mtxj cWMr. Hm 

word ocean in Twatne oiuf 0«pJi*,liiM SS80. 
Hand, hound. 
Simdre, hundi«d. 
Soriit, honk 
fibur, our. 
Su, horn. 



Ic kk, I. 

Iftjeach. 

iUoy, eadi mte, naj. 

In til, into, in at. 
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Enawe, know. 
Knilh, knight 
XenR«, know. ' Ecmwe and Acnn^' know verj well; b r^ 



Zange, long; to fan^, as long as. 

Lore, learning. ' Trow thou mj hire,' believe mj know- 
ledge. 
Lot, let; lalei,Utt. 

IjO^, usual); a narrative poem ; here, a poem set to nouc. 
Zoyi^ Sl XVL literally sport. Thus Miaot : 

• For, or thsi waned, war thai melt 
With men tbU wdo thuie lasket lett.' 

Here, however, it meaoB battle. Gamon has, in lik» man- 
ner, a double meaning, to sport or fight. So also the Greek 
jw^. Tlib tendency to disguise in the cipression, 
nbat would shock in its own n&me, is common to all 
ages and nations. 

Zi^n, conceal. ' Luke now lei? that thou %»,' Fswne 
and Gouin. 

Zat, let 

Xnwte, law. 
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Leal, true ; so also Bxplun, in Banfyknule, * Tbj urows 

Bchute » lei^' 
Lcbard, leopard. 

Jiede, language, obljquelj infoniutioD. 
Ltde, lead. 
Left, lost. 

Lere, learomg; as lore, also to iafonn. 
Lctte, hinder, stop. * Na linger dunt I for him lette,' an 

uncommon constmctioa for ' bim foriette,' i. e. quit him. 

Forlatan, Sax. 
£eve, leave. 
Levetfyi, latUe*. 
Uest, Joyful. 
Liggen, lye. 
Linger, longer. 
Lith, listen, alM little; 'litel and lith,' very little; or it 

may be limber. Lith h so eipluoed in Grose's Prmin- 

dal Glotiafy, and used by Miltcm. 
Livei, leaves. 
Loke,\wA. 



Make, perhaps die line In St V. should be thus read : 
' Wei tmatlike mala I undergtande,' I make you undci^ 
stand, I iuform you quite truly, 

MurcAont, merchant. 

JUojm, Gtrength. 

Mtde, recompense. 
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Mehude, melody. 

Meruked, cleanBed, made cornel;, obliquely radeemed. In 
lUtsoa's Romances, memke is used for decency. The 
nord, wiih very little variation, is used in most of the 
vulgar dialects both of England and of Scotland. To 
meiake, to grace, to decorate. Sibhald. 

Merkioot, mark shot; tlie distance becneen the bow marks, 
a term of archery. 

Maler, need. 

SSiri, usually in old poetry merry ; here it would appear to 
signify wondrous, from Lat. It seems, however, in L. 
Minot, to be synonimous with brave; but the editor has 
omitted to notice the word: ' A men/ roan. Sir Rohard, 
out of Morlay,' p. 10, See also Tieat/ne and Gaain, line 
9471. In Horn Ckilde, it seems simply to mean great: 
' Muri men of moli^' great men of earth. The u in the 
word should have been marked ii, as in garii : " u twice 
dotted b pronounced like i." 

JUirtAet, mirths, sports. 

Mith, millet, might, mighty (see Reeth). 

Mody, courageous, L. Minot; from moed, Teut. animui. So 
also explain ' mudi men,* in the ballad of Edmn o' Gor- 
don. The phrase ' Menged al the mode,' Ywame and 
Oat>ii>, line STOl, signifies dissipated all the courage; 
from TeuL meengtn and moed. Ritaon leaveg it uuei' 
plained. 

Moren, morrow, morning. 

Mote, moth, mouth, ought. 

Moxitl, might this. 

Myn, mine. 
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No, DO, nor. 

Nane, none. 

Jfay, s^outm niK/, withouten no, trolj. 

Negh, nigb. 

Jftftrf, next; 

Nigne, nioe. 

J^f A, Dight. 

Noither, neither. 

Northen, blnortheD, in Ae north. 

Noth, noutS,' not 



OUhtr, either, or. 

On. See one, 

Onderttonde, understand. 

Onj/, anj. 

Other, other teetker, which of the tiro. So whetber is osed 

by Chaucer, 
Outement, oust them. 



Fallt, pall, ^t. PelUim,) doth v>ed for mantles of state, 
and frequently the mantles themselves. 
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Paatr, Ft. poor. 

Prat, pray, eatreat 

Prune, the first hour of the itj. 

Prou, Ft, profit, advaot^ie. 



Quabne, Sax. nckuess. I suspect it is at root die wiM 
word as tabne, wbich Mr RitiOD has not explaioed. 
' Her fadur were hand can tebM.' A sudden fit of ndi- 
neu u iliU in Scotland called a daiaJm. 



Seike, Sax. walk, range about To ' raikt and tyde,' to go 
at tai^e, spatiari. 

Rapet, ropes. 

Rtdi, redy, ready, 

Rtkea, rcken roala, compaDles conuDg hastily. See Rit- 
son's Romances. Reyked roal, a company. 

Xeetk, counsel ; mittei reelh, mighty counsel. 

Xes, an assault, a forcible inroad. The word continued to 
be used to the days of Hollinshed ; ' With great assu- 
rance they (sleuth hounds) will make a raise upon tun),' 

cvin. 

Reum, reason; by raon, on which account 
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Side, on ride, uaride, unrighteous, Sox. ' The Soudan ged- ' 

eret an ost uttride' 'He Kj/ng of Tori. 
Riden, that riden, nbo ride. 
Ritie, ricb. 



Sal, shall, $all, shalL 

Sathe, sooth, truth ; ' layth to sajt,' truth to tell.' 

Satfn, raj. ' Until a tenne that I lal mjni,' Ficaine ami Go- 
niiit, uDiil a time that I shall say (tef); also tell ' She 
toyi'i hem,' Auenture of Sir Gamitu, she telbthem. 

Scheurd. shewed. 

Scart, sliort. 

Schrogen, shrieking; perhaps from icrog. Isl. See Aneo- 
doUt ofOlave the Black, p. 30. 

Scoi/cr, squire. 

Seen, soon. 

Selten, self; the ulven, tbjrseir. 

Sethen, since. 

Sette, put, placed. 

Smple, iiinoceot. 

SkiUe, reaaon. 

Sleerhf, i\y. In Ritson's Bomancca, the word i» tclegh. 

So lives, whoso lives. 

Son, soon. 

Soth, %oUie, truth, also sweet, agreeable. 

Southalf, south hair, the half on the south side.' 

Souther, in a southerly direction. 
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Sollid, fooled. ' Sottid sal be moDe of stede,' many a one. 

shall be fooled out of his borSE. * 

Soutand, a tliousand. 
Stan, stone. - ' 

StedK, place (of babiEadoo). 
Stode, stood. 

Slande, apace of time ; ' aj Utel ttoade^ a short space. 
Stinted. See Beck. 
Slrett, a kind of road in the country ; the nature of which 

raa; be collected from the following lines in Twaine and 

Qamn : 

• In a frith I &nd ■ ttnttt, 

Fut Ifaik and hard, I yon behete, 
Witt Ihornes, breres, and mony aquyn. 
Her hand nl day I rade thare-yn. 
And ihurgh I past with mekjl p»yn. 
Then coma I spna into a playu.' 

llie Roman military ways were called streets, as VValdng- 
street, Enning-street, &c They bog retained their names, 
and similar roads were perhaps called streets in imitation 
of them. 

Svet, life, literally blood. Sax. 

Suilk, such like. 

'Sim, «o. 

Saxnrte, dream; ' wate ne wcenne,' know nor dream. 
Syde, ade, also low ; ' berde was lyde,' beard burg low. 
^ine, auld tfne, former times, or it may be ancient trespass. 
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Til, take. 
ZUi^told. 
ZAn, tbe, thiL 

Z%iiir, their. 

7%ar, their, there. 

The, the thar, thoa ut. 

TlieeiB, (Aoan, them^ 

TAi,tb;. 

Thouch, tholh, thoagL 

Thoutk, thought 

TArcd, third. 

Til, to, until. 

Tithings, tytUngt, tidii^ 

Toi, took. 

Toupe, & ma. 

Trou, troa, believe, 

ZW, two. 

J^e, betide. 

^R/me, time. 

T^B^lose; fyMi,loBt. 



rent, w«Dt. 

Vonet, dwellest. 

Vyi, with ; vytonten, without. 
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Wo, woe, woefuL 

Wane, dnelling. 

Waxde, ntmd. 

WaU, would. 

War, teart, where, were. 

Wat, what 

Wate, wot, know. 

Wayte, iiighte, stoat; wayta, wights; loayte, StamaXVL 

Wei, well, &lso very. Thus, in an elegiac poem on the deatll 
of Edward I. ' Wei longe ne ma; ciape and crj,' we m^ 
veiy long call and cij. Dr Pen^, however, prints it er> . 
nmeously, ' Wei! longe,' &c. Wei tone, verj sood, oo> 
CUTS in Born ChiUe. 

Weld, Sax. wield, rule. 

Welke, (Sc, whill^) which of the two. 

Wen, when. 

Were, mtr. 

Werk, woA, perfonn ; nerket, works. 

Wtrdlab, St XVL 

Werld, world: 

Wil, XBiile, will. 

Wtld, wonld. 

Wine, win. 

Wip, whip, KOnrge. ' After them aal wip aj be,* a scourge 
will always go after diem ; if, indeed w^ be not an error 



HihyGoogle 



S04 

to the MS. for ml, u id St XXI. ' And wyt sal trine th* 
land Bgajn.' 

Wit, know ; wj(, with ; mtei, koowest 

Wist, knew ; ' and I vul,' if I knew. 

Wane, dwell bg. 

Wouige-stede, jilace of abode. The nord occurs ia the an- 
cient Scottish romance of the Auntre of Oatein, ' In my 
iDoityng-itid in wo for to dwelle.' 

WorlK, become. ' Wat sal worth of tliis were,' bow this 
war shall end. Chaui:er uses the word in the Comp of 
Man : ' He wende anon to icerth out of bis mjnd.' 

Wrang, wrong, evil. 

Wrangcuu, wrong. 

Wroth, See Worth. ' Has wroth alle wrange,' all evil bat 

Wund, with. 
WyUes. wiles. 

Wyt, nit, also blame. 
Wnth, with. 



Y. 



r,i. 

Tat, that. 
Tate, gate. 

Teen. ' Yetn he come,' he nearly c 
Tene, nigb. Coles. 
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Tere, jear; to ytre, this year, Sm TyiTwUt^B Glowaiy ta 

Chaucer. 
Tin if- 
Ttt, yet 

Tond, yon ; yond a^, yon half, 
Tonge, youi^ 

Ti,'n; 'the wiser ^itj,' the niser am I. 
Tt, it. 
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